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Chiſmaticos non fides diverſa facit: ſed com- 
munionis — hiſmatikes, 
are ſuch as retaining with us the true 
faith: do ſeparate themſelves from us, ſox or- 
derts, and ceremonies. 

Nullum Schiſma non ſibi aliquam pottea confin- 
git here ſim, ut recte ab eccleſia ſeceſſiſſe videatur. 
Schiſmarikes in ſhort time for the moſt part 
do proove heretikes. 

Epiftolus plenas mendatiorum & fraudulentiæ 
atque perjuris in orbem dirigunt, ut & aures pol- 
luant audientium C exittimationem [amplictums 
ledant,quod impleatur in ets hoc quod ſcriptum et: 
A 2 Hieruſalem eſt egreſſa pollut io in m- 
nem terram. Non enim ec (offi iniquitatem pro- 
priam dev erare & proximum ledere : ſed quos ſe- 
mel oderunt per untverſum orbem infamare' co- 
nantur c ubique ſeminare blaſphemias. That is 
in effect thus. In that they caſt abroad their 
intamous libels, ſo leudly fraught with 
lies, and ſleights, to corrupt therby the cares 
of their hearers, and to hurt the opinion and 
judgement of the ſimpler ſort: that is fulfil- 
ed in them which is written : From the falſe 
prophets which are in the church, is wicked- 
nes gone foorth into all the lande. For it is 
not ſufficient for them to hide and devoure 
their one iniquities, and by ſuch calumni- 
ations to hurt their neighbors : but thoſe 
whom once they hate, they labor todefame 
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through all the world, and do ſow ineveric 


place their curſed and ſlanderous ſpeeches. 


Diſcipulos ſepennmero gig numt, ideo je notiores 


quod Magiſtros ſuperent audacia, vana oftentatio- 
ne & inani ſuaſione perfettionts. Hi cum aliquid 
addiderunt aut immutarunt, ſuam quogue ſeor ſins 
babent ſec tam, cujus ipſi eadem permati glorie cu- 
piditate authores videri volunt ? Nemo enim eff e- 
juſmodi vir, qui non aliquid novi comminiſcendo 
eminere & nominari: & magiſter ſworum,aut doc- 
tor dici & haberi cupiat. Ihe ſchollers of ſchiſ- 
matikes, through a vaine oſtentation, and 
perſwaſion of perfection, are commonly 
more impudent and woorſe then their ma- 
ſters. Theſe men having added or changed 
any thing, will have by themſelves a ſect of 


their owne, wherot(being as deſirous of glo- 


ry as their maſters) they deſire to be reputed 
the authors. For there is none of them who 
by deviſing of ſome new tricke,doth not co- 
vet to be famous, and to beaccounted a cap- 
taine and doctor of his owne crue. 
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Deieerl y beloved, beleeve hot 
every ſpirit, but trie the ſpirits 
whether they be of God: For 
manie falſe prophets are gone 
out into the world. 1. Io H. 4.1. 
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2 = HESE words which I 
dase readde unto you 
— (right Hon. and belo- 
bed ia the Lord) do di- 
A vide themſelves into 
three parts: a prohibi- 
25 — tion, Beleeve not everie 
| E/p/rit : a commaunde- 
ment, But trie the ſpirits whether they be of God: 
and a treaſon of them both, Bicauſc many falſe 
propbets are gone out into the worl4, Of theſe 
three parts, the laſt in order is the firſt in na- 
ture; and rhe firſt is the laſt: and I meane 
to proceed accordingly. Firſt I wiltfhew un- 
to you, that many falſe prophets are gone 
out into the worlde : ſecondlie, the triall of 
them is to bee conſidered of: which two 
points being well underſtood, the neceſſitie 
of the prohibirion will evidently appeete; 
451 is, that we onght not to beleeye cycry 
mr, 
F Many falſe prophets are gone out gc. 
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ze number 
pf theſe pro- 


AScrmonpreached 
In this apart I obſerve fower things : 


thenumber of theſe prophets, they are ma- 
nie : their qualitie, they are falſe:theirgoing 
out, and the cauſes that moove them ſo to 


do: and where they remaine, they are gone. 


into the world. 

As concerning the number of theſe pro- 
phets, the Scriptures do name theſe : Simon 
Magus, Elmas, Barjebu, the Nicholaites, Himi- 
neus, Philet uus, e Alexander, Phigellus, Hermoge- 
net, Diotrephes, Thewdas, and Judas of Galilee. 
To u hom alſo theſe may be added: Ebion, 
Cerinthus, the Carpocratians, Simon of Galilee, 
CMenanrder and divers others. 

With theſe prophets the Church was ſo 
troubled and diſquieted in S. /ohns time, that 
(as it ſeemed) ſome cared for no ſpirit, pro- 
8 doctrine: and ſome were ſo giddy 
headed, that in a maner every ſpitit conten- 
ted them, which cauſed the Apoſtle to uſe in 
effect theſe words : to the one ſort, Beleeve 
not every ſpirit : and to the other, although 
you are not to belceye every ſpirit, yet it is 
your dutie to beleeve ſome ſpirit, _ 

After the Apoſtles times,as it were out of 
the aſſes of thele falſe prophets, there grewe 
and ſproong up ſo many other ſchiſmatikes 
and heretikes: as Irenæus, Tertullian, Epiphani- 
, and S.eAuguitinedo teſtiſie, that the very 
name of Chriſt began to be odious 2 
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ſibi vendicent, tamen alia alam execratur & con- 


at Paulesetoffe, ' 
the people: and as Socrates teporteth, the Sue. 
Chriſtians weremocked and jeſted at upon 
2h ſtages, and in their common inter- 
ludes. f 

Of the times in like maner wherein we | 
now live, the Apoſtle S. Paule did propheſie, 1.Tim.4. 
that there ſhould be many falſe prophets ; 
and we do ſee his ſayengs therein to be ful. 
filled by the number of ſuch prophets as 
now remaine amongſt us: eArrians, Dona- 
tifts, Papiits, Libertines, Anabaprifts, the Familie 
of love, and ſundrie other ( I knowe not of 
what opinion) ſo many ſectat ies and ſchiſ- 
matikes, as that in very deed divers dd re- 
volt daily to Rapiſtrie, many are become 
meerly Atheiſts, and the belt do ſtand in 
ſom ſort at a gaze. 

So as all the complaints which in times 
paſt have been made heerof, may trulie be 
applied to theſe our daies wherein we now 
live; Vos Chriſtiane alſſidetis inter vos & tot ſectas g. 
habetts : qua licet omnes Chriſtianiſmi titulum 1 Ab.. 


. 


demnat. Quare veitra religio vera non eff, nec 4 
deo originem ducit. Yee Proteſtants ſay the Pa- 
piſts (as Clemens eAlexandrinus noteth ſome 
others to have ſaid upon the like occaſion) - 
yee diſſent amongſt your (elves and main- 
taine ſo many ſects: which ſe&s notwirh- 
ſtanding they al claime the title of Chriſtian 
| B 2 religion, 
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Chryſcin aft. 


hemil.33.” . 


Melant?. 
reſp. ad Sta- 


phyl. 


The quali- 
ties of rhoſe 
prophets, 


1.Tim.4. 


A Sermonpreached 
religion, yet one of them curſeth and con- 
demneth another : and therefore your re- 
ligion is not true, nor hath bir beginning or 
ground from God. A nl 
And Chryſoftome of the Atheiſt; Venit 

entili & dicit, urllem fieri Chriſtianus © Sed ne- 
cio cui adhaream. Multe inter vos ſunt pugnæ, ſe - 
ditiones & tumultu. Veſcio quod dogma chgam, 
quod præferam. Ihe Infidel and Heathen com- 
meth and ſaith, I would be a Chriſtian man, 
but I know not whom I ſhould follow:there 
is much ſtrife, diſſention & trouble amongſt 
you : I can not tell hat doctrine to chooſe 
to ſer before other: Nam ſinguli dicunt, ego 
verum dico tor cvetie one ſaith, I ſpeake the 
truth. * 
The beſt amongſt us in liłe maner I feare 
are come to the ſame paſſe that they were at 
in Melantthons time, who complained as he 
writcth in this ſort; Quas fugiamu babemus, 
quo ſequanur nom iutelligimus: We underſtand 
whom to avoid (meaning the Papiſts) but as 
yet whom to follow we — not. God for 
his mercies ſake remoove this great ſtum- 
bling block from amongſt us: even as he (hal 
{ce it to be molt expedient for his church. 
Now of the qualitie of thoſe prophets : 
they are falſe : falſe in doctrine, and falſe in 
converſation, In reſpect of their doctrine, 
they are called in the Scriptures Spirits of 
error, 
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juglers, authors ».lohn. 


error, ſeducers, deceivers, j 

of divers ſes, falſe ſpeakers, and the' cit Cola. 
dren of the divell, ho is the father of all Tn. 
falſhoode. MIT, TP Rr yTONS © | 2 LT, 


In reſpect of their converſation they are 1.19hnz. 
ſaide to be humble and lelie in outward Col.. 
ſhew, but yet of nature verſe contentious Tinte. 
and unquiet, doting about queſtions and 
ſtrife of words: hero commeth envy, ſtrife, 
railings, and evill ſurmiſings. Their months 
do ſpeake proud things and ſwelling words lude. 
of vanitie: like wiſe daugerous things. They 
are bolde and ſtand in their 6wne conceit: et.. 
they deſpiſe government and feare not to 
ſpeake evill of them that are in dignĩtie and 
authoritie; whereas the angels which are 
greater both in power and might give not 
railing judgement againſt them befote the 
Lord. They are Libellers, and do ſpeake evill 
of thoſe things which they know not. They 
are bolder in avouching their untruths, and 
in depraving their ſuperiors, than Qſichuel ,, 1. 
the Archangell durſt be when hee ſtrove a- | 
gainſt the divell. 272 

In both theſe reſpects they are reſembled 
in the Scriptures, and in the ancient fathers 
unto diverſe things; as unto painted wals Atta; 
and ſepulchers, bicauſe they are hypocrites : Luk. 1. 
to trees 'which have nothing but leaves, bi- 
cauſe they are fruiteleſſe: to the mermaides 1% It 
| B 3 bicauſe 
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Roms. 


Dionſſus. 


bicauſe they hide their ertours under their 


ached 


counterfeit and faire ſpeeches: to Helena, of 


| Greece, for that they moove as great con- 


tention in the church as ſhe did troubles be- 
Twixt the Grecians and the Troians : to the 
diſeaſes called the leproſie and the cankar, 


in that their corruption taketh deepe roote 


and ſpreadeth fo farre : to a ſerpent that is 
lapped up togither, bicauſe they have man 
windings and contradictions: to the fi 


named a Cuttle, for that they infe& men 


with their blacke and ſlanderous calumnia- 
tions: to ſnakes or adders, the poiſon of 
aſpes being under their lips: to the viper, bi- 
cauſe they regarde not to wound & deſttoie 
their mother the church: to tigers and lions, 
for that they are verie cruell and fierce: and 
to divetſe other ſuch thinges as ought to 
make them odious to all that love the truth. 

Of theſe falſe prophets ſome indevour to 
ſeduce the godlic under pretence of dreams 


and revelations: eſpecially the popiſh prieſts 
and prophets : For prooving of their reall 


preſence & purgatorie, as it appcereth molt 
manifeſtlie in diyerſe of their bookes : but 


eſpecially touching purgatorie in Diany/1 | 


the Carthuſian; De quatuor noviſſimis. 
Vnto theſe I might adde the holie maide 


of Liſlone, v ho did propheſie this laſt yeere 


vie 


(if che report be true) that the invincible na- 


at t Paules eroſſe. 


vie of the $ paniardes ſuould n. 
proch the coal! of England, — pre- = 
ſentlie all Engliſh mens ares ſhoulde faile 
_ and the Spaniards obtain the victory. 
I praie God that al propheſies and attempts 
againſt England have never better ſucceſſe 
then theſe of late have had. | E 
There are other falſe prophets in like ma- 
ner ſo termed, bicauſe they do applie the ſaĩ⸗ 
engs of the true prophets unto a falſe ende 
and purpoſe: as thoſe in the Apoſtles times 
who tooke upon them to ſet don peremp- 
torilie the certaine time of the day of judge- 
ment. Such there are alſo in theſe daies: eſpe- 
cially Brocard the Italian, who expoundeth naw in 
the propheſies of Eſauie, & zechiell and the reſt pretego.inr2 
touching the overthrow of Ieruſalem, Egipt, Pas. 
Tyre, Sidon, and Babylon with their kings 
& rulers to be underſtood of the deſtruction 
ot Anwarpe, Paris, the prince of Orange, the 
prince of Conde, and others both noble men, 
and famous cities in theſe laſt daies. 
Ot this number I may verie well account 
the late obſtinate heretike Frances Ker, who Ker. 
was within theſe two months brent at Nor- 
wich. All the places in the prophets which 
did deſcribe the ſpiritual kingdom of Chriſt, 
he applied tothe materiall reſtauration of 
the carthly Teruſalem : affirming that as ma- 
nie as woulde be ſaved mult go and dwell 
B 4 there 


D 


— 


"4 


: 


we g. 


Num. 1. 


there in the land of Chanaan. 


Another of this ſort(vhoſe . 12 
written with his owne hand) ende r reth to 


that ET 1 a- 


proove out of 
BE IAH now Queene c England isordained 
of God to be of leruſalem: even as 
the Anabaptiſts long fince dreamed of /ohbn 
Peraldacol enden un Leidens hom as Bullinger noteth, 
the crow ned king of leruſalem. 

Laſtlie they are to be reckoned amongſt 
the number of theſe falſe prophets who do 
pervert the meaning of the ares for 
the maintenance and defence of any falie 
2 ſchiſm, or hereſie. Heerof you know 
I might give you many examples: Io ay you 
beare with me if! — one —— 
in my opinion, as any is to be founde in a 
matter of no greater importance. 

The name of falſe prophet I am content 
in diverſe reſpects to ſuppreſſe: the matter 
it ſelfe which I meane, ſtandeth in this ſort. 
There are vety many now a daies, ho doaf- 
firm that when Chriſt uſed theſe words, Dic 
eccleſiz, he ment thereby to eſtabliſhin the 
church for ever the ſame plat and forme of 
eccleſiaſtical government, to be erected in e- 


very parith,which Caſes by /ethroes counſel 


appointed in mount Sinaie: and which after- 
ward the Tewes did imitate in their particu- 


= na 9s. | 
15 b They 


They had ( ſaie theſe — in their ſyna- 

s their prieſts; we muſt have in every pa- 

—— ſtors: they their Levites, we — 

doctors: they their rulers of their ſynagogs, 

we our elders: they their leviticall treaſu- 
rers,we our deacons. 


forme of Bæ- 
cleſ.gorern. 


This forme of governement they call the 


tabernacle which God hath appointed, the 
glory of God, andof his ſonne Icſus Chriſt, 
the preſence of God, the place which he hath 
choſen to put his name there, the court of 
the Lord, and the ſhining foorth of Gods 
glotie. Where this eccleſiaſtical! ſynode is 
not erected, they ſay Gods ordinance is not 
performed : the office of Chriſt as he is a 
king is not acknowledged: in effect that 
without this governement we can never at- 
taine to a right and true feeling of Chriſtian 
Religion, but are to be reckoned amongſt 
thoſe who are accounted to ſay of Chriſt as 
it is in Lake, Wee will not have this man to 
raigne over us. 

And their concluſion upon this point a- 
gainſt all that do withſtand their governe- 
ment is this, according as itlikewiſe follow - 
eth in the ſame place: Thoſe mine enimies 
which would not that I ſhould raigne over 
them, bring hither and ſlay them before me. 

Heere you ſce there is great vchemencie 
uſed, and very ſharpe applications are urged, 
A 


Demonſirat, 
of Diſciplin. 


Luk.19. 


| 


A Sermon preached 
A man would thinke that if the grounde of 
this rnment were not morecleere then 
the ſunne, and ſo determined of by all the 
godlie and learned in the worlde ever (ince 
Chriſts time, they could never be halfe ſo re- 
ſolute or earneſt. 

But heerein they paſſe indeede the mea- 
ſure of a modeſt mans conceite. For there 
was never ancient father ſince the Apoſtles 
times, were he never ſo learned or ſtudious 
of the truth: there was never particular 

Church, councell or ſynode, or any man of 
judgement that ever lived till theſe latter 

times ( as Ithinke, and Ihave taken paines 
for the ſearch thereof) that did ever ſo ex- 
pound and interpret that place: or that ever 

did ſo much as once dreame of anie ſuch 
meaning. ut 10 

Beſides, it is moſt manifeſt that there hath 
been a divetrſe governement from this uſed: 
in the church ever ſince the apoſtles times: 
and theſe men themſclyes confeſſe that long 
before the councell of Nice this their go- 
vernment began greatly to decay: and that 
ſince the ſaid councell it was never heard o 
in chriſtendome untill theſe their times. 

A verie ſtrange matter if it were true, that 
Chriſt ſhould erect a forme of governement 
for the ruling of his Church to continue 


from his departure out of the world untill. 


his 


. 
| 
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his comming againe: and that the ſame 
ſhould never be once thought of or put in 
practiſe for the ſpace of i oo. yyeers, or at the 
jeaſt( to take them at the beſt) that the go- 
vernement and kingdome of Chriſt thoulde 
then bee overthrowne, when by all mens 
confeſſions the divinitie of his perſon, the 
vertue of his prieſthood, the power of his of- 
fice as he is a prophet, and the honor of his 
kinglie authoritie, was ſo godlie, ſo learned- 
lie, and ſo mightilie eſtabliſhed againſt the | 
Arrians, in the councell of Nice, as that the cancil ice; | 
confeſſion of the Chriſtian faith then ſet 
foorth, hath ever ſince without contradicti- 
on been received in the church. 

So as for mine owne part I cannot chooſe 
but account theſe Interpreters to bee in 
truth perverters of Chriſts meaning: and do 
holde them among the number of thoſe of , 
whom Tertallian (peaking ſaith: Cædem ſcrip- e as. | 
turarum faciunt ad materiam ſuam They mur- vo heres, | 
der the Scriptures to ſerve their owne pur- 
poſe: And thus of their qualities. 

Alanie falſe prophets are gone out. Are gone abe —4 
out, that is, e before they by hid d. 
in the Church, but nowe by their ſchiſmes 
they have made themſelves knowen, They 
departed from the congregations of the 
faithfull accounting them ungodlie : and 
have gathered to themſelves companies a- 

greeable 


N 
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retikbe ' 


 ASermonpreached 
greeable to theit owne humors : which they 
onelyeſteeme for the Churches of God. 
- Thus all heretikes and ſchiſmatikes have 
done fromthe beginning, wherein they ate 
greatly tobe woondred at. For this hath e- 
ver been reckoned a moſt certaine ground 
and principle in religion, that that Church 
which maintaineth withour error the faith 
of Chriſt, which holdeth the true doctrine 
of the Goſpel! in matters neceſſarie to ſal- 
vation, and preacheth the ſame; which re- 


taineth the lawfull uſe of thoſe Sacraments 


onely which Chriſt hath appointed, and 
which appointeth viceto be puniſhed, and 
vertue to be maintaned ; notwithſtanding 
in ſome other reſpects, and in ſome points 
it have many blemiſhes, imperfections, nay 
divers & ſundry errors, is yet to be acknows 
ledged for the mother of the faithfull, the 
houſe of God, the Arke of Nee, the piller of 
truth, and the ſpouſe of Chriſt, From vhich 


Church whoſoever doth ſeparate himſelſe, 


he is to be reckoned a ſchiſmatike ox an he- 


I might bring very many teſtimonies out 


ob the ancient tathersto proove this princi- 


ple: eſpecialiy out of S. Augufliue againſt 
the Donatiſts; but I hold hav a nd 


yet for the better ſatisfa&ion of thoſe which 


you 
with 


are of the new humor, 1 will trouble 


oe oh 5 2.7 : 


th 
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with the judgement hecrin of a man of the 
newe reformation. Dare handleth this paew I 
point at „and is flat of this opinion; ſgper.3. 
thatwhoſoever departeth from the Church ...r. 
for any imperfections or errours, which do 1 
not impugne nor overthrow the ſubſtance | 
and articles of the Chriſtian faith, he is a 
ſchiſmatike: Qua diſcedit ab eo cœtu qui fun- 
damentum vere fidei vere retinet : Bicauſe he. 
departeth from that company, which truly 
retaineth the foundation of the true faith. | 
And out of this church ſaith he: Nulla eſt ſa- 
lu: there is no ſalvation. 

* - Touching the cauſes why falſe prophets The cauſc: 
* with ſo great danger of their Gale: doh 4 
N part from the Church: if we reſpect them as go out. 
they are indeed, I can ſay nothing, but as it 

is contained in the old diſtinction; They 

were in the church, but they were not of the % 
Church. Or as S. /ob» ſaith; They went out :.lob.z. 
from us, bicauſe they were not ot us: for it 1 


they had been of us, they ſhould have conti- 

nued with us. In the Lords barne there is 

contained both wheate and chaffe. Tritiewm Matt. 3. 3. 

ron rapit vent us nec arborem ſolida radice funda- 1 

tam : ſedinanes dunt a xat pale as jact at tempeitas : 

The winde (ſaith Saint Oyrian) carrieth not c 

away the wheate, nor overthroweth the tree 

that 1s deepely rootcd , but the light chaffe 

onely is toſſed and carried away with the 
1574 tempeſt : 


. 
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4 tempeſt: howbcir although in truth they de- 

part from the Church, bicauſe they were not 
of the Church, yet there are certaine reaſons 
whereby they are mooved ſo to do. 

Martin affirmeth that there are ſo manie 
ſchiſmes in the Church of England at this 
day, bicauſe that Biſhops will not ſuffer men 

1 to do as they liſt ¶ for I can make no better 
ſence of his diſcourle touching that matter) 
but for mine one part I am not of his opi- 
nion. For I find in the ancient fathers ſun- 
drie other cauſes far diftering being truly 
applied, from thoſe which Aartin alledgeth. 
Ot which cauſes it that which J have to ſay 
do haply diſpleaſe any, let them not be ot- 
fended with me, but rather blame them- 
ſelves and their owne demeanour, in that a 
man can ſcarcelie ſpeake any thing out of 
the ſaide godlie fathers as touching the be- 
haviorof the ancient heretikes and ſchiſma- 
tikes, but he (hall ſeeme to point at and de- 


3 24. 5.0. #6 2556 a 
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ſcribe the factions in theſe daies. 
Contempt _ There are many cauſes ſer downe by the 
En.  ſaidancientfathers why ſo many falſe pro- 


phets do go out into the world, but 1 will 

onely touch fower, whereof I finde the con- 

tempt of Biſhops eſpecially to be one. Fot 

unto them as S. Jerome ſaith ever ſince Saint 
Epaſt. ad. E. Marks time the care of church government 
*» hath been committed. They had authoritie 
| | over 


at Paules croſſe. 15 
over the reſt of the Miniſterie, Vt ſebiſmnatum idem n i. 
ſemina tollerentur : That. the ſeed of ſchiſines 7%. 
might be taken away. And againe, Ne wwſ- ,,, 4d K. 


guiſque ad ſe trahens Chriiti eccleſtam rumperet e gy, 


' Lealt everie one drawing to himſclfe by a 
| ſeyerall way ſhould rent in peeces the church 
ol Chriſt, For if Biſhops had not that autho- 


ritie, Tat in Eccleſizs efficeremur ſchiſmata quot I lem cons. © 


* Sacerdetes:There would be as many ſchiſmes if. 
in the church as there are prieſts. - 


Which thing being obſerved before Je- Ad Regen- 


romes time by S. Cyprian : Initia hæreticorum c ann. 


ertus atque conetus ſchiſmaticorum male cogitan- 


tim, bec ſunt, &. Vi pr 7 ſuperbo tumro- 
2 


re contemnant. Sic de eccleſia receditur, fic ai. 


tare prephanmm foris collocatur : fic contra pacem 


Chriiti,c ordinationem atque umitatem dei rebel- 


* latwr. The beginning of heretikes (ſaith he) 
and the firſt ſpringing up and enterpriſe of 
ſchiſmatikes thinking amiſſe, &c. groweth 


MARES * 


of this, that being puffed up with pride they 
contemne their governors. By this meanes 
men ſtray from the church.Thus a prophane 
altar is placed without the doores: and thus 
they rebell againſt the peace of Chriſt, and 


the ordinance and unitie of God. And in a- 


nother place: Vade ſchiſmata & hereſes orte A pupla- 


front niſi dum & piſcepus qui unns eſt, & eccle ie præ- m. 


eſt ſuperba quorundam pre ſumptione cuntemvitur: 


C homo dig natrone Dei honorat us ab indignis ho- 
| minibus 


2 
Ambi:1on, 
De miuliat. 
eredend; in 
6.1ob. 
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Carthage: of Novatus deſiring a Biſhopticke 
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minib us judicatur. Whence do hereſies and 
ſchimes ſpring but of this, that Biſhops ha- 


ving the gavernmer of the churches in their 
Dioccſcs'( as M. Nowell ſneweth at 


large againſt Dormen)are through the proud 


preſumption of certain contemned, and be- 
ing men by Gods approbation allowed and 
honored,are of unworthy men judged. Thus 
you ſee hat the ancient and godlie fathers 
have thought in times paſt of the contempt 
of Biſhops, let it prevaile now with you as it 
thall pleaſe God to worke in your harts. | 

The ſecond cauſe why ſo many falſe pro- © 
phets are gone into the world, I finde to be 
ambition;or as Aug uſtine ſaith, defire of glo- 
ry: or as Gregeme ſpeaketh, defire of princi- 
palitie, not by ſuch as are alreadie advanced 
to any honour or authoritie, but rather by 
choſe who accounting themſelves nothing 
inferior to any of their ſuperiours, do affect 


with greedines the like places and preter- | 


ments: the which if they miſle one way, they . 


F labor to attaine them by another. 


This will appeete verie evidently unto 
thoſe who ſhall conſider the hiſtories of Ar- 
rizs coveting the Biſhoprick of Alexandria: | 
of Donatus laboring to have been-Biſhop of 


in Italie: and of geri contending with one 
Euſtatinus for a Biſhopricke in Pontus. Theſe 
W | men 


men affecting theſe honorable roomes, 
receiving their ſeverall foyles, when thr 
ambition they could not get the places t 


looked for in the church, they ſought to at- 
taine them in their particular ſynagogs. But 


the hiſtoric of Aeriu is moſt of all pertinent 


to this purpoſe. Epiphanius doth reporte it 
thus in effect. 


at Paules croſſe. — 1 
by 
— 


17 1 


Lb. 3. Tom. 
I Hereſyg. 


Aeris and Euftathins being ſchollers to- Thehiftorie 
gither in Pontus, and profiting in learning e. 


with like commendation, at the laſt did ſue 


one againſt another for a Biſhopricke there. 


Euſtatluus obtained it: Herm is greatly of- 
tended. The Biſhop ſeeking carefully how to 
content him, made him the Maſter of an 
Hoſpitall. But heerwithall Aerius was not 
ſatisfied. The repulſe he had taken greatly 
. tormenting him, upon a ſtomacke he gave 
over his Hoſpitall, and began to deviſe how 
to ſlander Ewitathins : affirming him to be a 
proud man, and not the man he had beene 
taken for: thatnow he abounded too much 
in wealth, and was declined Ad pecumiarum 
colleftlionem, to hoording of monie. There- 
upon he entred intoaſchiſme, he departed 
from the church, and having allured unto 
him a multitude of men and women, he fell 
into many abſurdities. That he might like- 
wiſe, the rather ( as he thought) pinch and 


vexe Euſtathius, as alſo for the emen, 
| . 0 
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. of hisowne credit: he affirmed himſelfe(be- 
ing buta prieſt ) to be equall in honour and 
dignitie with Cuſtaulius a Biſhop, and that 
there was no difference by the word of God 
betwixt a prieſt and a B. He uſed for proofe 
of theſe his aſſertions the very ſame argu- 
ments which nowe are uſed of thoſe that 
| maintaine his opinions: as that the apoſtles 
ſometimes writing to prieſts and deacons, 
& ſomtimes to Bb. and deacons,ſhould ther- 
by ſigniſie, that a B. and a prieſt is all one. 
Which is an aſſertion (ſaith Epiphanizs ) Stul- 
| ritie plena : full of follie. And thus you ſee 
what ambition accompanied with emulati- 
on wrought in Aerius. 
The courſe of which hiſtorie I have the ra- 
ther at large noted unto you, bicauſe Mar- 
| zi would gladly have been as ſubtill to have 
deceived you, as he is malicious in depra- 
ving his ſuperiours. Who taking upon him 
with Aeris to proove an equality in the mi- 
| niſterie, and that there ought to be no diffe- 
rence betoixt a B. and a prieſt, commeth at 
1 laſt to theſe wordes; There was never anie but 
Antichriſtian popes and popelings that ever clu- 
med this anthoritie (he meaneth the ſuperiori- 
tie which Bb. have over the clergie) eſpecrally 
when the matter was gainſaid, c. 
Why doth mans allowance or diſallow- 
ance make a matter Antichriſtian or not 
Anti- 
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claimed this authoritie when it was not 
gainſaid, and are they become Antichriſtian 


Bb for challenging the ſame, bicauſe ſom do 


miſlike it? Bur that you may yet farther ſee 
Martins boldnes (I might ſay either his ma- 
lice or ignorance) it may pleaſe you to un- 
derſtande, what account was made in the 
church of God in thoſe daies of Aerius gain- 
ſaying and impugning ofthe ſuperioritic of 
Biſhops. For if then his opinion prevailed, 
the favorers of the ſame cauſe now have 
ſome what to boaſt of : but indeed ir fell out 
far otherwiſe. For it appeereth in Epiphanize, 
after due triall and examination made by 
the learned fathers who then lived,of all his 
arguments and ſleights which he uſed for 
the proofe of his aflertions, that with a ge- 
nerall conſent of the whole church his opi- 
nions were overthrowen, and he himſclte 


228 in them was condemned for an 
c 


retike. Saint Auguſtine likewiſe beareth 


vitnes heerof, who in his booke of Hereſies 
”” aſcribeth this to Aerixe for one, in that he F 
aid; Presbiterwm ab epiſcopo nulla differentiade- 13+ 
> berediſcerni:That there ought to be no diffe- 


; rence bet ixt a prieſt and a Biſhop. 


Beſides for all Aerius gainſay ing, the moſt 


of the godly, the beſt learned, and the moſt 
> zcalous of the fathers, who ſpent themſelves 
S&H C 2 


in 


Antichriſtian ? Were they godly Bb. which 
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Selfe love. 


A Sermonpreached 
in the defence of religion againſt ſuch here. 
tikes and ſchiſmatikes as the church of God 
did then abound and low withal,did them- 
ſelvestake upon them the offices of Biſbops: 
and till this day there was never any but he · 
retikes, and ſuch lewd perſons, Sho did ac- 


count them antichriſtian. : 
There were, as it ſeemeth, in Chryſoftomes 


time ſuch like men in behaviour towards Bi- 
ſhops, as we ſee manie to be amongſt our 
ſelves at this time: who being called before 
them as occaſiõ required, did behave them- 
ſelves in verie proude and diſdainfull maner, 
in ſo much as thereby they were diſcerned 


to be very arrogant and contemptuous he- 


retikes; Quilibet bereticus cc loquens cum pon- 


rifice, nec eum vocas pont iſicem nec Architpiſco- b 
pum, nec religioſſſmum, nec ſanttum : ſed quid? © 
a tua, C . 


reverentia tua, ſapientia tua, 


mina illi adducit communia e jus negani aui horita- 


tem. Diabolus hoc fecit cum Deo, &c. Evetie he- 4 
ritike ſaith he, ſpeaking with a Biſhop doth ©: 


neither call him Biſhopnor Archbi 


„&c. 
But what? your reverence, your — 5 
your prudencie, and he giveth him common 


names, thereby denieng his authoritie. The 


divell ſo dealt with God himſelſe. And this f 


of the ſecond cauſe. Pilz 
The third cauſe why many falſe proph 
go out into the world, Saint W 

[ | det 
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* ledge. [29901 
N And ſurely it is greatly to be marvailed 
at, into what doting follie men may fal, who 
ſhall give over themſelves to follow this hu- 


mor. {renews writeth, that ſome were ſo be- 
7 222 Ad verſ. ha- 

ſotted with an opinion of themſelves, that 1. 

they accounted their owne writings to be cap.1. 


Goſpels tas we ſcenowe by the tamilie of 
love, that have ſet out their Evange/nomreg- 
ni. Others reckoned their owne wiidome tar 
= greater then the Apoſtles.” There were who 
termed themſelves accounting them- 
ſelves thereby ignorant of nothing. Ihe Ma- 
nichees derived their name of Ata, bi- 
cauſe they held that v hatſoever they taught 
vas to be received at their handes as foode 


from heaven. ¶ N ſont aum (aide, he was the Term. 


; comforter which Chriſt promiſed ſhoulde 
leade the church into all truth. Va cal- 


named him Haran. Simon Magn affirmed 
ſometimes that he was God the father, ſom- 
time God the ſonne, ſomtime God the holy 
= Ghoſtand ſomtime the power of God. 

And hence it is, that the ancient fathers 
bann C 3 have 


teth to be ſelfe- love. Selfe-love ſaith he, did De ci Det 
build the city of the divel. For heerin is their 14. ca. 28. 
cheefe vaunt and glorie ( as Bernard ſaith) 

Captare laudem de ſingularitate ſcientie: to hunt Sem in 
after comendation by ſingularitie of know - j. 


Augnft, 


led himfelfe Moſes, and having a brother, he * 


* 
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among them who vill ſticke to ſay( 
nard noteth of Petrus Abailardus and his fol- 


all the fathers are ofthis opinion, 
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havereckoned this dotage to be the verie 
beginning and foſterer of heretikes : Initia 
hereticurum, & rc. The beginning of hereſies is 
(ſaith Cyprian) Vt /ibiplaceamt: When men be⸗ 
gin to pleaſe themſelves. For then(as /erome 
noteth) whatſoever they conceive; Vertunt -- 
in Idalum; The make itan Idoll.And againe; 
eAvarns colit © Mammona, & bereticus 
finxit : The covetous man worthippeth 

is monie, and the heretike his owne opi- 
nion. 

They may rightlie therefore be compa- 
red unto Pigmaleon, who fell in love with an 
image of his owne making : or to Narciſſus 
that doted fo greatly in beholding himſelfe. 
emen if once they affirme any thing, 
they wil rather hazard their lives than by re- 


voking the ſame impaire their reputation. 


Alledge againſt them the g conſent 
of all the ancient fathers, and they eſteeme 


it not a ruſh. He is but of a meane conceite 


as Ber- 


—— Omnes Patres fic at ego non ſic : Indeed ö 


whom | 


of another judgement. 
ward) an non jultius os 


 deretur quarationibusrefelleretur ? Were it not 


more agreeable to juſtice that the mouth of 
ſuch a man ſhould by puniſhments __ 


Iam : 
Ber- 
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at Paules croſſe. 
ped then by reaſons refelledꝰ Nanu m, 
in ſe meritoprovocat anus, cujus manus contre 
amnes ? Doth not he woorthilic provoke all 
men to bee againſt him, whois himſelſe a- 
gainſt all men? Howe this ſelfe· love hath 
blinded many in theſe daies, there is none of 
you my brethren who are ignoraunt of it. 
God of his infinite mercy deliver us all from 
ſo dangerous an enimy. 

Ihe fourth cauſe hy manic falſe pro- 


phets are gone out into the world, is ſaid to Covereaſag 


be covetouſnes : whereof the apoſtle ſpeak - 

eth when he ſaith of ſome, that they teach * 
things which they ought not for filthy lu- 
kers ſake. Heerunto likewiſe the divell had 


reſpect hen he ſaide unto Chriſt, All theſe M***4- 


will I give thee. It is written of Paulus Sams- 
ſatemu that being allured with great hope 
of preferment, which hee expected of Ze- 
nobia the Qu eene of Arabia, he fell into 
thoſe ſchiſmes, which after wrought his o- 
verthrow. | 
But Ivould to God this matter were not 
evident by experience amongſt our ſelves. 
For Lam fully of this opinion, that the hope 
which manie men have conceived of the 
ſpoile of Biſhops livings, of the ſubverſion 
of cathedrall churches, and of a havocke to 
be made of al the churches revenues , is the 
cheefeſt and moſt pringjpall cauſe of the 
C 4 greateſt 
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greatelt ſchiſmes that ve have at this day i in 
our church. 
I vvould be loth to fay thus much if L had 
not verie apparant — to lead me there- 
ation whereot I 
have thought it good to devide the factious 
into — ſorts : the clergie tacti- 


ot our age 


2 Eccl. ous, and the laie factious. The clergie fac- 


Learned dil. 


tious do contend, that all the — which 


© The judgero NOW appertain to thechurch, ought of right 


, the 6. queſt. 


j The lay lac - 


to be imploied for the maintenance of their 
presbyreries, & that rather then they ſhould 
want, the old ſpoile of the abbies — ſuch 
religious blokes ſhould be reſtored againe 
unto their uſe : and in this courſe _ are ſo 
earneſt, as that in a ſupplication exhibited 
in the name of the communaltie to the high 
Coutt of Parlcament 15 85. they — it 
don as a reſolute doctrin, "thay things on 
dedicated to a ſacred uſe ought ſo to — 
by the word of God for ever, and ought not 
to be converted to any private uſe. 

The laie factious onthe other fide are of 
a fat contrarie opinion. For ſaie they (as it 
appeereth in the late admonition to the 
people of England, as I conceive by the cir- 
cumſtãces there noted) our preachers ought 
to co themſclves to the example of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, Their Maſter had not 
a houſe Foy at his head in. The apoſtles 


theic 


Vou can not but 


and why then ſhould they being in gifts and 
paines inferior unto them, bave greater pre- 
terments in the world then they bad? It they 
have a meſſe of pottage and a canvas dub - 
jet, may it not content them? Surelie theſe 
advancements which they have do greatlie 
hinder and hurt them. 

Even as th 


one ſhould ſaie unto you; The yna- 


my-brethrenof-thepoorer ſurt : theſe gens f al 


tlemen and wealthier ſort of the laitie do 
greatly abuſe you: the children ot God( you 
know) are heires of the world, and theſe 
things which the wicked have they enjoy by 
uſurpation. Ibe earth is the Lords and the 
fulnes theteof. You have an cquall portion 
with the heſt in the kindome of God : and 
will you ſuffer this unequall diſtribution of 
theſe worldbe benetits ? Contider how in 
the apoſtles time the faithfull had all things 
common. They came and laid their goods 
t the Apoſties feet, and diviſion was therot 

made according to every maus neceſſitie. 


groane under the heavie 
burden which is laide upon you. Your land- 
lords do wringe and grinde your faces for 
the maintenance of their pride in apparell, 
their exceſſe in diet, their unneceſſarie pleas 
ſures, as gaming, keeping of haukes & — 


le 
P 
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n their vertuous pi 


handes, do (as you ſee) make them verie 
proude, choake their zeale, hinder them in 
eedings, and will in deed 
(if order be not taken) mar and undo them. 
Nou deerly beloved unto you of all ſorts, 
bur eſpecially to you of the richeſt, I praie 
you tell me how you like this doctrine. Do 

you thinłe it is true or meete to be taught? 
No ſurely it is not. The whole maner thereof 
is wholy ptiſticall, and tendeth to the 
deſtruction and overthrow of all good rule 
and governemeut. And yet I tell you it may 
be urged with as great neceſſitie againſt the 
laitie, as the other may aę 
but in deede neither the one or the other 
againſt either of them both truely. Mary it 
may be you deſire to heare hat the clergie 


factous do anſwere for themſelves, and in | 


againſt the clergies | 
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Whileſt they heare us 
and Cathedrall Churches ( ſaith the author 
of the Eccleſiaſticall Diſcipline) it tickleth 
their eares, looking for the like praic they 
had before of Monaſteries: yea they have 
in their harts devoured alreadie the chur- 
ches inheritaunce. They care not for religi- 
on, ſo they may get the ſpoile. They coulde 
be content to cruciſie Chriſt, ſo they might 
have his garments. Our age is ful of ſpoiling 
ſouldiers, and of wicked Diony/ians, who will 
rob Chriſt ofhis golden coate, as neither fit 
for him in winter nor ſommer. They are cor- 
morants, and ſeek to fil the bottomies ſacks 
of their greedy appetites. They do yawne at- 
tera pray,and would thereby to their perpe- 
tuall ſhame,purchaſc to themſelves a field of 
blood. 
And whereas you have alreadie in your 
hands many impropriations & other church 
livings: they ſaie that in keeping them you 
finne againſt your owne conſciences: that 
you ought to be ſo far from looking for anie 
more, which doth nowe appertaine to the 
Church, as that you rather ought to tearg 
you looſe not that you have alreadie: eſpeci- 
allie ſeeing you waſte the ſame in courtly 
braverie, and conſume it with moſt ſacrile- 
gious impudency and boldnes. 
I have not uſed a worde of mine ou ne 
beerin, 


ſpeake againſt Bb,/Theclergie 
'the lay fac- 


tious. 


Diſcipl. Rca 
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to you, what the clergie factious do thinke 


A Sermon preached 
heerin, but have been a faithfull relator un- 


of their lay ſchollers. And is not then deere 


brethren the conſideration heerof very piti- 


full unto you ? The one ſort you ſee would 
bring us tothe government which was, as 
they ſaie, in the Apoſtles times, but they 
would have the livings of theſe times:the o- 
ther ſort npt caring ſo much for the ſaid go- 
vernment, do greatly urge in the miniſtery 
the Apoſtolicall povertie, to the intent that 
they might obraine the pray, which they 
looke tor. Wherby I doubt not, but it is ma- 
nifeſt unto you, that covetouſnes in them 


both hath thruſt them into this ſchiſme. 


But yet a worde or tuo more unto you 
the factious of the laitie. I beſeech you upon 
what groundes do you ſtand? Your one 


teachers ſeeing your fetches do utterly con- 


demne you; and for mine one part I do 
not abſolvt you. It is therefore very meete 
and agreeable to the reputation which you 
deſire, either for your vertue or for your re- 
ligion, that before you proceed any farther 
in your diſcloſed maske, firſt you provide 
ry teachers for your warrant therein: 

ſt otherwiſe you growe into hatred, as 


men for their commodity regarding neither 
Nay in my opinion you ought to be aſha- 


med 
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your mouthes ever heerafter 
e preſent governement of the 
Church, and for the newe platforme, untill 
you can be contented to be ſo far from co- 
veting the goods of the church, as that you 
are both willing and readig to deliver out of 
your hands ſuch ſpoiles and praies thereof, 
as you have alreadie. 
IfI were urged, deerly beloved, to give my 
conſent to the erection of theſe Presbyte- 
ries, which both the ſorts of theſe men do 
ſeeme ſocarneſtly to deſire, I could be con- 
tent ( ſo that firſt they agreed who ſhoulde 
have the preſent revenues of the church) for 
ſom ſhort time (until they ſaw the miſchiefe 
of them) to yeeld therin unto them. Almigh- 
tie God graunt unto them and to everie one 
of us ſuch grace from above, as that we may 
not wiltully infringe his holy commaunde- 
ment , prohibiting us to covet other mens 
goods: but with all thankefulnes to ſatisfie 
our ſelves with thoſe benefits which of his 
mercie he hath alteadie beſtowed upon us. 
And thus much of theſe fower cauſes why 
ſo manie falſe prophets go out from the 
church. 

Now followeth the laſt point of the firſt where ae 
part of my text. Many falſe prophets are gon our Prophetsre- 
into the world. Into the world; that is(as one ob- new. 
ſerveth verie well upon this place) they are 

now 


med too 
againſt 


——ͤ IO 


30 A Sermon preached 
SZ now ſproong up in everie corner amongſt 
our ſelves, even intheſe places wherein we 
live, Velut in naſtro itinere pericula & ve- 
nena : As dangers and venome laid in our 
1 waies to intrap and infect us. 
4 It had beene good for the church, that 
1 when falſe prophets wil needs ſeparate them 
* ſelves from the communion thereof, they 
7 would have gone likewiſe and have dwelt in 
| ſome ſtrange countries; as India, Cataia, or 
A to the parts of Afrike, where they 
We might have delighted themſelves in all ſorts 
of novelties, and erected ſuch governments 
as ſhould belt have pleaſed their fanſies. But 
they will none of that: for as Tertuſlian no- 
2 teth; Ilerum opus non proprio adificio venit, ſed ex 


pe 
e veritatis definuctione: Their workmanſhip ri- 
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. 
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| ſeth not by their owne building, but by the 
1 overthrow of the truth. And againe; Noſtra 


where God doth build his Aeie che divel wil 
have another hard by to confronte it: or as 
an other writeth; where Chriſt erecteth his 
church, the divell in the ſame church-yarde 
will have his chappell. Where Chriſts mini- 
ſters do ſowe the good & pure ſeed of truth, 


unitie 
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unitie and order, there the — — 

his miniſters by waies and meanes 

in corners to caſte abroad their cockle and 

darnell of falſhood, diſcorde, and confuſion/ 

When Sathan(ſaich Saint Auguſtine) ſaw his Decivit. Dei 

temples forſaken, and that his oracles were 4.18.4451. 

all put to ſilence, he cunningly deviſed for a 

new ſupplie, to have alwaies his miniſters in 

or about the church: Qi ſub v ocabulo Chriſti- 

ano dottrine reſifterent Chriftiane: Who under 

a chriſtian name might reſiſt the chriſtian 

doctrine. 

| True it is, that almightie God if it had 1e cauſes 

ſtoode with his good pleaſure, could eaſilie why fac 

have brought it to paſſe in ſpight of the di- Fifferedto - 
yell, that there ſhould never have been anie beine 
ſuch falſe prophets or hereſies amongſt us. 

But he ſaw it not to be expedient:for as the 
apoſtle ſaith, by his directions, there muſt be 
hereſies in the church: and that as the anci- 

ent fathers do note out of the Scriptures for 
= three cauſes. 

Firſt (as Saint Paule ſaith)that they which 1.Cor.11. 
are approoved might be knowne:or as Ter- „ _ for 
tallien ſpeaketh ; I fides habendo tentationem, PET 
baberet etiam & probationem : That faith by 
having temptation, might have alſo proba- 
ton. 

Secondlie ( ſaith Saint Auguſtine) there „ 
muſt bee hereſies, bicauſc God Yothſee it 221 
more 


In Pſal.67, 
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Thethirdre meals heerof i is :this, that men 
t be driven thereby the tather to labor 
ſearch for the finding out of the truth. 
Io that end God — the Iebuſites to 
dwell with his —.— and to the like pur- 
poſe Scipio Najica diſwaded the league of 


peace betwixt the Romans and the Car- 


thaginians, leaſt thereby the Romans ſhould 
grow to de ſlothſull. Saint Auguſtine upon 
the 54. Pſalm affirmeth, that the doctrine of 
the Trinitic was pever ſo fully handled by 
the church, as when they were driven there 
unto by the herelits of Arrius nor of repen- 
tance, as when Noveru oppoſed himſelfe a- 
gainſt it: nor of Baptiſme, as when the Do- 
natiſts labored to confirme their falſe * 
nions. 
And againe, Aſuiti {enſue 
tent, N commodius, 0 bere- 
curacompelitt : Many ſenſes oi 
Scriptures lie bid, and are not more pro- 
deablle g bid, then when mMEnare compel- 
led to anſwer heretikes. 
then (deerlie beloved) that there 
are ets and of falſe diſpoſition, 
contempt of eccleſiaſticall 
gaver- 


las | 
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governors, through ambition, ſelf. love, and 
covetouſnes have made a great ſchiſm in the 
church, and do continue amongſtus for the 
ttial of our faith, the glorie of God, and that 

we might more catefully ſeareh out & hold 

faſte the truth: you ſee how neceſſarie this 

exhorration of the apoſtle is: Deerehn beloved, 
beleeve not everie pin but trie the ſpirits he- 
ther they be of God. And thus much of the firſt & 
1 EN 1 


Trie the ſpirits whether they be of Ged. 

That which I have to ſaie of this matter ot 
will be ſubject to ſlanderous toongs: I praie ering firirs- 
you therefore conceive me rightly , and do 
not peryert my meaning. Some forbid the 
childrerfof G O D to proove any thing. O- 
thers cõmand them xo be ever ſceking and 
prooving of all things. But neither of them 

oth in a right good ſenſe, do deale therein 

as they onght to do. A meane courſe betwixt 

theſe twoisto be allowed of and followed: 
whichis, that e prooveſome things, and 

that we receive without curioſitie ſome o- 

ther things being alreadie examined, ptoo- 

ved and p our hands. 1 10 
The Por alſe ophet S will e The fleighrs 
to trie and th but do teach * 
vholie to depende upon them: and tõ that 
S841 D pur- 
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haye indeede three notable 
18 ter | 


hey forbid them the reading of the 
ſoap | * the 3 be obcied _ 
in, they will not permit the Scriptures 
tranſlated into Sor vader ng) — 
it came to paſſe that the people were ſo eaſi- 
lie ſeduced and drawen from Chtiſt to the 
Pope; from his merits, to the ſaints and their 
own merits; from his bloody ſacrifice, her- 
by onely ſins are remitted,to their moſt drie 
and fruiteleſſe ſacriſice; from the ſpirituall 
food of his bodie and bloode, unto a carnall 
and Capernaicall tranſubſtantiation; from 
the calling upon his name, to the invocation 11 
of ſaints: and from their ſure truſt and con- 
fidence in his death, to a vaine imagination 
of the vertue of their maſſes, pilgrimages, 2 
ardons, and I knowe not to what intolera- 
le ſuperſtition and idolatrie. 'T 
Againſt this their falſhood and very lewd 7 
dealing all thoſe places of Scripture may be 
alledged, wherein we arecommaunded to | 
ſearch the Scriptures, Toproove all things, and 
to hald that which is good : and likewiſe in this 
PE veg try and examine the ſpirits whether they 


o the like purpoſe an infinite number of 
tof the ancient fathers may be ap- 


du may finde them collected togi- 


7 
* 
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ther by doctor Buckley in his anſwer to cer- 
taine reaſons in the Preface of the Remiſh 
teſtament) where they are verie earneſt up- 
on this point. hat all Chriſtian men ſhould read 
the Scriptures, buy unto themſelves Bibles, and 
meditate continually the word of God: ſo 4 
thereby their ties might be opened, their conſcien- 
ces comforted, their faith nouriſhed, and their bope 
: hfted ap to a full aſſurance of the promiſes thereiu 
contained. * | 

The ſecond ſhift which theſe falſe pro- 
phets of the Romiſhchurch do uſe, is this: 
Now that they perceive the ſcriptures to be 
: tranſlated into the language almoſt of eve- 
rie nation; and that the bookes are now ſo 
common in every mans hands, as that with 
their former deviſe they are no longer able 
to cover their nakednes : they labor with all 
their might to bind us to the fathers, to the 
* councels,& to the church of Rome, proteſt- 
ing verie deepely, that we muſt admit of no 
other ſence of any place of the ſcriptures, 
than the Romith church ſhall be pleaſed to 
deliver unto us: according to the ſaying of 


Hoſuu ;, Si quis habeat interpretationem eccleſiæ pc expreſſ 


nec intelligat an & quo modo cum ſcripturæ verbis 
conveniat, tamen habet ipſſſſimum verbum Dei : 
If a man have the expoſition of the church 
of Rome touching any om of ſcripture, 
in 


2 although 


Rymane de loco aliquo ſcripture, etiamſi nec ſciat Verbo Dei. 


| 
; 
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although he neither know nor underſtand, 
whether and how it agreeth with the words 
of 4 ſeripture, yet he hath the very word of 
God. urge * * | 

Io refell the groſſenes of this abſurd o- 
pinion, all that is very effectuall which is 
brought, to proove that the church is infe- 
rior to the ſcriptures. Beſides, we ſaie that 
the fathers do in manie points diſſent a- 
mongſt themſelves:and their generall coun- 
cels have been oftentimes repugnant one to 
another, But yet we joine with them upon a 
nearer iſſue. Where the fathers do all agree 
togither, we do not diſlike them; and for 


the firſt fower generall councels ve allow 


and approove them. 
And heerof it commeth to paſſe, that we 
do the rather condemne manie points of 
Poperie, in that they have of later daies bro- 
ched and taught us ſundrie very ſtrange and 
dangerous opinions: which as they are not 
to be found in the ſcriptures; ſo are they re- 
pugnant as well to the fathers, as to all the 

foreſaid generall councels. 
Whereupon ariſeth their third ſhift. They 
wil not ſtick to confeſſe, that they teach ma- 
nie things now which are not to be prooved 
either by the words of fcripture, fathers, or 
councels. Mary ſaie they, if the Apoſtles and 
fathers had lived in our times, they 1 * 
1 "ws ave 
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have taught and decreed, as we have done, 1 


FI 
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For you muſt underſtand (faith Cardinall EYH. 2. 4d 


Cuſamuſ Scripturas eſſe ad tempus aptatas, & as Bohemos. 


rie intellectas, ita ut uno tempore ſecundum cur- 
rentem untuerſalem ritum exponantur': mutato 
rity ; iterum ſententia mutetar : That the ſcrip- 
tures are appointed to ſerve the time, and 
haye divers underſtandings: ſo that at one 
time they may be expounded after the uni- 
verſall, common, and ordinarie cuſtome: & 
that the ſame cuſtome being changed, the 
meaning of the Scriptures may likewiſe be 
changed. Nam intelloctus ſeripturæ currit cum 
praxi: Fot the underſtandingof the ſcriptures 
runneth with the practiſe of the Church. 
And therefore he commendeth that obedi⸗ 
ence to be moſt full & perfect which is withs 
out reaſon : that is, when à man obeietfi 
without requiring of any reaſon. Sicut ju- 
mentum obedit domino ſuo as à horſe is obedi- 
ent to his maſter. 1 bluow 91% (azad 
Torefell theſe blaſphemous aſſertions; all 
thoſe authorities of Scripture are verie mas 
teriall , wherin God is ſhewed to be immus 
table, and his word an everlaſting word; a 
aword of truth. Likewiſe thoſe ſentences of 
© the fathers, wherin they appeale as occaſion 
ſerveth ; to the Scriptures;acconnting them 
as the yeric touchſtone and rule of alltrath. 
iich coulde not be true, if (as the papiſts 
a D3 lay) 


An 
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ſay)they were like a noſe of waxe, or aſword 
dl lead, that might be turned as a man liſt : 


or like to the Cameleon that changeth his 


Aa 


Orat. 1. 


colors according to his ſeate: oras though 
the ſcriptures were to yeeld to the fantaſies 
of men: that as they changed their minds, 
being by nature murable : ſo the ſcriptures 
ſhould change the ſenſe & meaning of God, 
who is not ſubject to any alt-ration or 
change. It were but a deceitful! touchſtone 
that would apply itſelf unto the goldſmiths 
pleaſure : and he that ſhould truſt it, were 
not unlike oft times for pure gold to be de- 


ceived with copper. Ihe Lord open their eies 
that they may ſee tiie groſſenes of this their 


teat ſinne: ax otherwiſe I can ſaie nothing 
arther of them, but that if needs they will 
be filthie, let them be filthie ſtill. 


Giddieſpi- .,, Anotherſortof prophets there are, (you 


may in mine, opinion call them falſe pro- 
phets ) who would have the people to be al- 
waies ſceking and ſeatching- and thoſe men 
(as well themſelves as their followers ) can 


never finde v berupon to reſt. No they are 
* caried hither,now thither. They are alwaics 


learning (as the apoſtle ſaith) but do never 
attain Arya — Ach pleaſeth 
them C Ja ©; | them to moro: 
rend the ſcriptures (as Greg. Nax. uri 

dy To arme their toongs, and that they 
2 ma) 
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mens contentation) with Danæus, that it hath 
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be eloquent ag ainft the truth. may 
Alen will take upon them to be maſters, 
before they deſerve the name of ſchollers, 
and to be inthe greateſt matters of Gods 
law, judges, being far unmeete to be called 
to the barre. Si verbum natts ſunt ſubito proſili- Oras. . 
unt, ſummagque cum injuria vette tradita diſcer- 
punt If they catch but a word (faith Gregorie 
Naxziay.)they (ſtraight inſult upon it, & with 
great injurie they contemne thoſe things 
which have beene rightly delivered unto 
them. They wring and wreſt the Scriptures 
according as they fanſie. Tt would pittie a 
mans hart conſidering what paines they will 
take in quoting of places, to ſee how per- 
verſly they will apply them. And I greatly 
feare, except they take heed betimes, they 
will fall into the number of thoſe, who (as 
Saint Perer ſaith) being unlearned indeed, petz. 
and unſtable, do wreſtthe Scriptures unto K 
their o ne deſtruction. 1 
Io repreſſe therefore this boldnes, firſt I De grep. 
ſay with Tertullian, and then alſo (for other Ae. here, | | 


ever been noted as a right property of he- HH.. 
retikes and ſchiſmatikes ,alwaies to be bea- #93<42-4% | % 
ting this into their followers heads: Search, 
examine, trie and ſeeky-bringing them there- 
by into a great uncertainty wherupon they 
may inſiſt : as alſo to a more readie conſor- 
5 D414 mitie 
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4 mitie for the imbraſing of their opinions. 
Tul. e her ſaith: Qa credit que cre- 

dere One at, & aliud uterius putat in ea re re- 

quirendum ' indicat fave nibil ſe eorum credidiſſe 
b gue credere videbatur, aut credere jam defi;ſſe : 
4 He that once. beleeveth thoſethings that he 
5 ought to belee ve: and afterwards thinketh 
ſome other thing to be ſought.for in the 
ſame; he ſheweth himſelf that he did not be- 
leeye thoſe things which he ſcemed to be- 
leeye, or elle that nom he hath giyen over to 
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| Avguft, And therefore in this ſence I ſaie againe 
with S. Auguſ line, Melior eſt ſidelis ignorantia 


aam temeraria ſcientia: Faithfull ignorance is 

4 bettet then caſh knowledge. And with Greg. 
| Greg New. Naxianzen:Irfalleth not within the compas 
1 ; angen. ot everie Mans, anderſtanding | to detet mine 
4 And judge in matters of religion: Sed exerci- 
.nu aterum but ot thoſe who are well experien- 


11 ced and exerciſed in them. a 
Which chings conſidered, togither with 


daurxexperience of the preſumption which is 
[4 every where to be found ia theſe daies: Very 
| Juſt occaſion is given to all the godlie to 
Herm. © complaine with Saint Jerom in his epiſtle ad 
N 9 


J. Carpent polſters, Fullers, and other 
: | e Qccupations , Ab/qne dottore 
enpiont: They al are content 

1 to 
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to learne of their maſters. Onod madicarum eit 
promittunt medici, tractant fabrilia fabri : Phiſi- 
tians deale with matters of phiſicke, and 
men of trade with their owne occupations: 
Sola ſcripturarum ars cit quam ſibi paſſim omnes 
vendicant: Onely the knowledge ot the {crip- 
tures is thatwhich every man chalengeth to 
be skilfull in. Learned and unlearned they 
take upon them to write. Hanc garrula anus, 
banc delirus ſenex , hanc Sophiſta verboſus, hanc 
univ erſi pre ſumunt, lacerant, docent antequam 
aſc ant: I his att of the ſcriptures the pratling 
old woman, the doting old man, the brab- 
ling ſophiſter, and generally al men preſume 
they have obtained it, hen it is far orher- 
wiſe: they teare it in peeces, and rake upon 

them to teach it before they have learned it. 
Ihe meane therfore betwixt both theſe 
extremities of trieng nothing and curious 
trieng of all things, I holde to be beſt. And 
this it is: that when you have attained the 
ttue grounds of Chriſtian religion, and are 
conſtantly built by a lively faith upon that 
notable foundation whereof the Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh, which is Ieſus Chriſt, being incor- 
porated into his myſtical body in your bap- 
tiſme by the holie Ghoſt: and afterwardes 
nouriſhed with the heavenly food exhibited 
unto you in the Lords ſupper: you then con- 
tent your ſelves and ſecke no farther; ** 

1151 ing 


ſhops, Swpervacazeum eft denuò in judicium re- 


ASermonpreached 

ing to the ſaieng of Tertullian: Nobis curioſi. 
— non ei poit Chriftum leſum : nec Ps 
faiane poi uangelium : We neede not to be 
curious afterwee have apprehended Chriſt 
Ieſus: nor inquiſitive after we have received 
the Goſpell. And againe , Cum credimus ni- 
lil deſideramus ultra querere : When once we 
r ve do not deſire to ſeeke any far- 
er.. f N 
Reade the Scriptures, but with ſobrietie. 
If any man preſuming upon his knowledge, 


ſeeke farther then is meete for him: beſides 


that, he knoweth nothing as he ought to 
know, he ſhall caſt himſelte into a labirinth 
and never finde that he ſeeketh for.. 
God hath bound himſelfe by his promiſe 
unto his church of purpoſe, that men by hir 
good direction might in this point be relee- 
ved. Towhoſe godlie determination in mat- 
ters ofqueſtion, hir dutifull children ought 
to ſubmit themſelves withour any curious 
or wiltull contradiction. I conld bring ma- 
ny authorities to this effect. Thoſe things 


| (faith Athamaſius) which have been prooved 


and decreed by ſo many and ſo woorthy Bi- 


vocare o it is in vaine to call againe into que- 
tion. . 130530 9 | ol 
When certain men inthe councell of Cal- 
cedon began to diſpute of ſome points de- 

> termi- 


at Paules croſſe. 
termined before in the councellof Nice, the 
fathers there aſſembled ſaide all with one 


voice: Si quis retraftat anathema fit ſi quis ſu- concil ca. 


43 


| per iſta inquirit, anathema ſit e maledictus qui ad- cd. 


dit. malediftus qui aufert malodictus qui inno- 
vat If anie retract, accurſed be he: if any in- 
quire of theſe things, accurſed be he: accur- 
{ed be he that addeth;accurſed be he that di- 
miniſheth; accurſed be he that innovateth. 

The Emperours Valentinian and IMartiar 


which had been once judged of, and wel de- 
cided by the decrees of godly ſynods, thould 
againe bedebated and diſpured upon: and 
both they and divers others made verie 

lie lawes for the better conteining of 
buſie heades within the compaſſe of this 
chriſtian modeſtic. 

And ſurely it is a very true doctrine, that 
when councels and ſynods being lawfullic 
aſſembled and directed with Gods ſpirit do 
reſolve upon matters in queſtion : thatpri- 
vate men ſhould content themſelves there- 
withall. Neither can I ſee, now that popery 
is baniſhed and the truth of chriſtian religi- 
on ( maugre the malice of all ſorts of eni- 
mies) is godlie planted amongſt us, why in 
theſe daies we ſhould not attribute as much 
to the decrees of our learned fathers in their 
law full aſſemblies, as other men in * 
8170 pa 


Velentinian. 
thought it verie unmeete, that thoſe things yu. 
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mw of as great judgement as ve ate of, have 

one, dis 2: | 6 551.3 2153500 

= Is it not very abſurd that we ſhould ſeeke 

| everie way to diſcredite them in matters of 


leſſer impottance, who have moſt notablie 

ſealed unto us the yerie grounds and ſub- 
4 ſtance of religion with their blood? Or is it 
/ likely that that Church which was able to 
4 diſcerne betwixttruth and falſehood in fo 
[ great pointes of doctrine being wrapped 
through continvance of time in ſo deepe an 
, 


obſcuritie;thould be unable to judge of ce» 
N remonies, forms of praier, decencie, order, 
F edification , and ſuch like circumſtaunces of 
: no greater waight? You would not, Ithinke, 
tale it in good part, that men ſnould nowe 

i begin to ſift and,quarrell at the articles of 
; religion, ſet out and approoved in the yeere 
j 1562. and yet Iſee no reaſon hy they may 
not as well do it, as to carpe and controll at 
ſuch orders, as were then likewiſe eſtabliſhed 
for order and government. 1 
Quantarum rixarmm ſemen futura eſt earum 
rerum confuſio, ſi prout cuique libitum ſit mutare 
liceat, qua ad communem ment: Of 
how great quarels ( ſaith M. Calvin) woulde 
ſuch confuſion become the ſeed, if it may be 
law full according to everie mans fanſie, to 
change and alter thoſe things which do ap- 
pertaine to the common ſtate. He 8 
eing 
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being determined of before with ſuch grave 
and due conſideration as already is mentio- 
ned. For as it followeth; Nunquam futurum eff 
ut omnibus idem placeat, fires velut in medio poſi- 
ta ſingulorum arbitriorelifte fuerint : Tt will ne- 
ver come to paſſe, that one and the ſelf-· ſame 
thing ſhould pleaſe all men, if matters may 
be left indifferent to be determined of, by e- 
yerie private maus diſcretion. 
And writing upon this place I have in 
hand, where the Apoſtle ſaith generally; 
Proove the ſpirits whether they be of God, he re- 
ſtraineth the words to a due conſideration 
of certaine citcumſtances. For as there he 


addeth; Aurum igne aut lidio lapide probatur fed Cin i. 


. abit; qui artemtenent : nam imperitis nec lapis li- Ieh. 


dius nec ignis uſui eſſe poterit: Gold is tried by 
fire, 1 the touchſtone, but yet of thoſe 
who have skill ſo to trie it: for unto thoſe 
that have no experience therein, neither the 
ſtone nor the fire ſerveth to any purpoſe. 
And therefore ſaith he; Duplex eſt examen 
doftrine privatum & publicum : The trial of do- 
Arineistwofold, private and publike. The 
privatetriall to be had by private men, and 
rivately, he alloweth in ſuch ſort, as I have 
fore obſerved againſtthe Papiſts : but the 
publike triall already made or to be made 
with ſuch conſideration as hath been decla- 
red, is to be preferred by many ! 
4 
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ſepenes ſingulos jus & arburium erit judicand;;ni« 


bil unquam certi conftitui poterit ; quin potius da- 
Cillabit tota religio. For (as there it followeth) 
if authoritic and libertie of judging ſhall be 
left to private men, there will never be anie 


certaintie ſet downe, but rather all religion 


will wholie become doubt full. 

This which I have ſaid heerof, to thoſe 
who are of anie moderation or good diſcre- 
tion, I account it ſufficient : but yet that I 
may the better hecrin ſatisfhe-everie mans 
humor, you ſhal heare the judgement of our 
Engliſh reformers touching this point. It is 


thus in effect: That when ſuch great canſes of 


the churches as could not be ended in their Conſi- 


ſtaries or conferences, ſhall be heard and determi- 


ned by a ſynode provinciall, nationall or more gene- 
rall, therewnto the church ſhall ſtande, as it was at 
leruſalem:except it be in a great matter of faith, 
or 4 E matter expreſlie againſt the Scriptures, 
as that was in the Nicene councell, of the mariage 
of miniiters , where the whole councell would have 
concluded againit it, &c. had not one man Phaph- 
nutius withſtoode them, & c. In which caſe ſaie 
they, Irie the ſpiritrwhether they be of God or no. 
For otherwiſe the particular churches muſt ſtande 
to the determinations as afure. Hitherto the Ad- 
monition. 

And for the better obſervation of this 
ſobrietie in reſting our ſelyes upon the de- 
ctees 
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crees of our ſynods and councels; as alſo for 
the avoiding of ſuch confuſion as Calvine 
hath before mentioned; you ſhal underſtand 
that there is not a reformed church in chri- 
ſtendom which doth not in this caſe require 
ſubſcription (at the leaſt) of their miniſters. 
Calvine refuſing to adminiſter the Commu- 
nion in Geneva, and to uſe therein unleave- 


17 


ned bread ot wafercakes, was compelled to 3, in vin 
depart the ctie , and was not received thi- calvin 


ther againe, until he had allowed of the ſame 


thought never meete to contende, not diſ- 
ſembling in the meane while what other- 
wiſc he rather approoved, 

In Germamie likewiſe ſubſcription is re- 
quired verie {treighthe unto the confeſſion 
of eAwguita,of al that take degrees in any of 
their univerſities , of all thar are made mini- 
ſters, & of all that ate admitted to any eccle- 
ſiaſticall livings: neither is any ſuffered there 
to preach, who ſhall refuſe the ſaid ſubſcrip- 


tion. True it is that one Oſander a notable 


heretike (as Melancton noteth and I doubt Het. 
not of his followers) did heerat take many 
exceptions, greatly inveighing againſt that 
order. He exied out, O wickednes, O ty- 

| rannic, 


i 
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rannĩe, O cruelty, chriſtian liberty is h 
reſtrainedʒa yoke & bonda Sort roman 
conſciences : godlie mens mouths heereby 
ſhall be ſtopped. It is not tollerablezit isun+ 
lawful; Even as many crie out in theſe daies, 
and that which is leaſt to be borne withall, 
by ſuch as account themſelves very great 
lawyers. | "0 
- He ikewife(as evidently it may be collec- 
ted) did bitterlie inveigh againſt fuch as did 
ſubſcribe : Et gloriatur ſe libertatem retinuiſſe 
nec admiſiſſa bec vinc ula: And he gloried ( ſaith 
CAMelanitbon) that he had retamed his liber- 


tie and not admitted theſe bonds. Arque hi 


clamores in tanta licentia & anarchia hujus tem- 


ports , plauſibrles ſunt apud multos, qui mfinitam 
licentiam ſibi ſumumt fingends qpimones, & Phir- 
ronico more labe fac tandi omnia recte tradita:And 
theſe out cries ( as it followeth in the ſame 
place) in ſp great licentiouſnes and confuſi- 


on of this time are plauſible with many, who 
take to themſelves an infinite libertie of 


coyning newe opinions, and in a Pirroni- 
ous ſort of the overthrowing of all things 
which have been rightly determined. 

- Howbeitnotwirhſtanding this miſlike of 


what ſchiſmatikes ſoever, that Church to 


this daie r 
NMelantcthom himſelfe by ſundrie good argu- 
ments apptooveth the ſame in his _ 

MOBS -| e 


equireth this ſubſcription. And 
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I might heer adde ho in times paſt Em- 
rours, Kings, and generallie al Chriſtians 

ubſcribed to the Decrees of the Church ei- 

ther by themſelves or by their-ſubſtitutes ; 

and I would to God the ſame order were yet 

obſerved, eſpecially by our Iuſtices of peace 

in England. Peradventure it woulde make 

them more carefull than they are in the per- 

formance of their othes which they take (as 

it is reported) when they are admitted unto 

* thoſe roomes: eſpecially concerning the pu- 

niſhment of ſuch perſons, as are complained 

of unto them, to be common depravers and 

contemners of the orders of the church. For 

heerin( I am afraid) they take as great liberty 

to diſpenſe with themſelves, as ever the pope 

* with any by his ſonde and groſſeſt par- 

ons. 

But touching Eccleſiaſticall perſons it 

vas commaunded about 1270. yeeres ago, 

that certaine men, having by ſchiſme and 
hereſie devided themſelves from the church 

of God, and rent in ſundet by their factions 

the peace thereof, ſhould not againe be re- 

ceived ot admitted before they had ſubſcri- 

bed to the conſtitutions of the church. Thus 

the words ſtande in the eight canon of the . 

councell of Nice. Ante omnia hanc babeant ab concil. ice 


Me confeſſianem quan per ſeripturam exigi oportet, 
. | E 1 
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. you ought not to beleeve every 


; greed upon by the \churchz-thel 
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ut fateantur ſe cum omni conſenſu, ereleſie 
tholice ſtatuta obſervaturos . Let them firſt 
take of them this confeſſion, and that under 


Ca. 


their hand- writing, that they promiſe with 


all conſent, to obſerve the ſtatutes of the ca- 
tholike church. Li 1 
Whereas therefore we have at this time 


many Oſſandrians amongſt us, and manie 
over- buſie in ſearching and trieng to make 


new quarrels of matters before compoun- 
ded, you ſee what ſpitits they ate, and need 
no fatther triall to diſcerne them. G O'D 
grant unto them more humble and ſobet 


minds, that they may no longer continue in 


this rebellion againſt the church of God 


And thus much of the ſecond part. 
Beleeye not everie ſpirit. | D 
That which hitherro hath been ſpołkẽ doth 
contein divers & very ſufficient reaſons why 
ſpirit. There 
are many of them falſe, contemptuous, am- 
bitious, prond, and coretous. Mom if you 
ſinde( know ing your ſelves to be through 
grounded in matters of ſalvation) to draw 
you by ſlaunderous ſpeechet, and falſe col- 
lections, into a miſlike of other points + 

troub- 
with 
plauſible 


ling your peace aud feeding y 


and r 
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plauſible deviſes, I beſeech you with the b 
poliile in tus place, belet ve them not. 
When the Queenes moſt excellent Ma- 
jeſtic had firſt obtained the crowne, (which 
God of his great mercie grant ſne may long 
enjoy) as a molt zealous Salomon, Ieh ſaphat, 
and /ofiasair principal care as, how to abo- 
li all popiſh ſuperſtition & idolattie, and to 
place * N a right & — 
ling of Chriſtian religion. Wherein thr 
— diligence of all the godlie and 
leatned in the tealm, in diſputing, examining 
and trieng of ſpirits, of pruphets, & ot their 
doctrines, with what notable ſucceſſe hir 
highnes did proceed, they are very ignorant 
that know it not, and verie froward and ob- 
ſtinate that knowing it, will not with al 
thankſulaes acknowledge itt. en 
Allthe Churches in Europe whicir were 
then reformed, underſtanding of our refors 
mation, did on our behalfe-clappeas itwere =). 
theit handes for joie. The apologie of che 
church of England hich ſhot᷑tly after was 
ſet foorth to the juſtiſieng of our dodrine, 
with the reaſons of our miſliłke of popery, 
hath ever ſince obtained principall com- 
mendation amongſt all the apologies and 
confeſſions, which hitherto have beene ſet 
foorth by any church in chriſtendome. The 
Papiſts onely eee of hir oy: 
ald N n 8 


Epift.190, 
Micha. . 


T. Co 


Miles. 


etched 


ai ane ſhew themſelves to be there. 
with diſcontented. Marie now of lateryeers 
we have gotten neu adverſaries. 

5:0) Chriſt,, who woulde ever have 
thought, that he ſhould have lived to have 


on: or would ever have dreamed of ſuch di- 
viſion, of intollerable bitternes againſt the 
maintainers of it? It muſt be ſſed for a 
truth, that Barnard ſaith upon the like occa- 


ſion; 2 — in draconet: 
We have eſcaped the lions mouthes, but 
now are fallen into a den of dragons. Inimics | 
bowinis dome ici e jus: Qur friends are turned 
to be our enemies. And you know the old 
ſaying; — 2 — When bre. 7 
thren fall out, they growe to great extre- 


mities. The Papiſts did never deale with 


more egernes W us than cheſemen do 


now. 


it, © They ſap that, 4 the. Bare 6 mow of the hk | 
wecan bave novight religion: that the church of | 


England hath . the word of God rightly 
preached, nor the ſacraments focerelymmiltred: 
tha iche truth doth but in um ,t uit were be- 
Hoo ene pepe out amen ue and that we 
togither tn our religion On aur religion Chritl and An- 
— D. vel. Divers ſuch ſlande- 
rous ſpeeches you ſhall find everie wherein 


de del IL beſeech you brethren, 
beleeve 


heard any Proteſtants reproove our religi- | 
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beleeve them not. Or if any ſhal neglect this 
apoſtolicall admonition, let him then like- 


* 
1 
ba 


” 


wiſe take part of the like reprehenfion; O Salat ;. 


amentes Galate, quis vos faſcmavit ne obſequere- 
mini ka O you fooliſh Galatians, ho 
hath bewitched you, that you ſhould either 
thus deprave or revolt from the truth. | 


Againe ; as touching the Communion. ot be Cow 


booke, you knowe what quarelsare picked 
againſt it, although for mincowne opinion 
there is not the like this day extant in Chri- 
ſtendome. 
In the beginning of king Edwards raigne, 
notwithſtanding it was then carefully com- 
piled and confirmed by a ſynode: yet by and 
dy after (that I may uſe Maſter Foxes words) 
* Through the obſtinate and ;ſſembling malice of 
manie, it was impugned. Thereupon it was 
 againe reviewed, and after publiſhed with 
ſuch approbation, as that it vas accounted 
the worke of God. But yet not long after 
there u ere againe, who affirming the ſame 
to reſemble the Maſſe booke, Diviſions vortra- 
fronem arripiebant : Did greedily hunt( as A. 
lefua ſaith) fot᷑ occaſion of diviſion. Nocabmla 
& pent ſillabas expendendo:+ Weighing and fif- 
ting the very words,yea almoſt every fallable 
n it. ; ite 
Whereupon Archbiſhop Cramer procu- 
ting the ſame booke to be tranſlated into 
ms” 
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munion 


bookc, 


Fox. 


Ala. 


Fox. 


Latin, 


Fox. 


was nothing therein contained; which was 


bly interpret, may ſeeme not ſufficiently to 


Cranmer. 


papiſts living, that if he might obtaine the 
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Latin, at uiring M:Bxcersjudgement of 
it, rectived this his approbation: That there 


not taken out of the word of God, or at the 
leaſt which was againſt it, Commode acceptum, 
being well underſtood. Some things indeed 
there are, ſaith he, Que nf ques candide inter- 
pretar , videri que ant non ſatts cum verbo Dei 
conpruere: Which except a man do charita- 


agree with the word of God. And in another 
place; Que rapi peſſunt ab inquietis ad materian 
contentions : Which may be ſnatched of un- 
quiet men to breed matter of contention. © * 
Vpon this occaſion the booke was againe 
carefully ſurvaied and almoſt in every point 
(whichthen was ſo cavilled at and vreſted) 
corrected and amended. King Edward died, 
Queene CAMerie ſucceeded . The booke is 
condemned, but yet God raiſed up meanes 
for the defence of it. 
aſter /obn Oulde a very learned man writ 
atiſe againſt the Papiſts in defence of 

the ſaide booke, and of everie part of the te- 

f ion injoicd in king Eder daies. 
Archbiſhop Crazmer likewiſe being provo- 
ked therunto, did offer a challenge to all the 


Queenes favot to take unto him Peter Mar- 
tir, and fower or five others whom he would 
1128 | chooſe, 
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ſaid reformation, (naming withal the Com- 
munion booke)to be in everie point agreea- 
ble to the word of God: and to be in effect 
the vetio ſame , Que fuit ante annot 1 500. 
which was above 1500. eres ago. 
Another allo in thoſe daies, as it appeereth ,. ,, 
in a Preface before Archbiſhoppe Cranmers © 
booke of unwritten-verities, writeth of the 
Comunion book in this maner. Ihen mean- 
ing in K. Edwards daies) the common praier was 
rightlie uſed, and the Sacraments were plainlic 
adminiitred according to Chriſts mititution , and 
the rule of his holie worde. Furthermore, the 
godlic fathers ( who then were fled and for 
the libertie of their conſciences lived in ex- 
ile) uſing in their meetings this forme and 
order of publike praicr: Maſter Kzoxe a man 
who was of nature too contentious, with 
ſome other that joined with him, began to 


quarrell, and to make manie exceptions a- 
gainſt them. 


terburie, being there in baniſhment with 
them, certified Bill op Ridley condemned to 
die, and then in priſon in Oxford, of Maſter 
Knoxes perverſe. behaviour. Whercuntg the 
godly father anſwered again in theſe words, 
(which he ſaid he thought ſhould be the laft ,, 
that ever he ſhould * Alas that brother 


chooſe, they would togither defend the fores. 


E 4 Knoxe 


Doctor Grindall late Archbiſhop of Can» GH. 


Ridley, 
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 Knoxe could not beate with our booke of 
Common praier, in matters againſt which; 
although Igrant a man (as he is) of wit and 
learning, may finde to make apparant rea- 
ſons, yet I ſuppoſe he cannot be able ſound - 
ly by the word of God to diſproove any 
thing in it. | 

Atterward when itpleaſed almighty God 
to bleſſe this Realme with the happie go- 

vernement of our Soveraigne Ladie the 
Queenes moſt excellent Majeſtie that now 
1s(whom almightie God long preſerve, with 
all health and proſperitie to rule & governe 
us) the ſaide booke in ſome points bettered 
togither with the truth of chriſtian religi- 
on, eſtabliſhed in hir brothers daies, was a- 
gaine through Gods favor and hir goodnes 
reſtored unto us. 

Of this bookea certain learned man wri- 
ting againſt Maſter Harding, uttereth theſe 
words by waie of challenge. Our ſervice « 
good and Godlie, everie title grounded on holie 
ſeriptures,and with what face do you callit darke- 
nes ? Sure with the ſame that the propheſies of the 
holie Ghoſt were ſometimes called dreamers, the 
doctrine of the apoſtles berefie, and aur Saviour 
Cbriſt a Sumaritains. As Elias ſaid to the prieſti 
of Baal, let u take either our bullockes (meaning 
the Popes portuiſe, and our Communion booke) 
and laie the peeces on our altari, and on which God 

| 1 ſendeth 
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, confider your conncels, 
apply your examples, looks if any line be blameable' 
in our ſervice bool, and take hold of your advan- 
tage, I thinks Matter lewell will accept it as an 
EF article. 
| Heerby you ſee, deerly belooved, what ac- 
count was made of this booke in times paſt, 
&that by men neither for life nor learning, 
to be any way contemned, But no the caſe 
is altered: and many are growen to ſuch a 
hatred of it, as they ſcarcely have patience 
to heare the booke once named. Cramer, 
Aer, Bucer, Peter Martir with many other, 
| asfamous men as ever this lande brought 
toorth : notwithſtanding they imployed 
their whole times verie diligently and pain- 
fullie in the ſtudies of Divinitic, and other 
good learnings therunto appertaining,were 
compaſſed about, belike with ſuch thicke 
clouds and miſtes of papable darknes, that 
they could in a maner ſee nothing. 
Mlarie nowe, two or three yeeres ſtudie is 
as good as twentie. It is woonderfull to ſee, 
ho ſome men get perfection. One of fower 
or five and twentie yeeres old, if you anger 
him, will ſweare he knoweth more then all 
the ancient fathers. And yet in verie deede, 
they are ſo carneſt and fierce, that either 5 
mu 
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muſt beleeve them, or elſe account their 


boldnes to be; as it is, moſt untollerable. 
For they are not aftaid, even as hath been 

ſaide, with the ſame faces, that the prophe-. 

ſies of the holie Ghoſt were ſometimes cal - 


led dreames, the doctrine of the Apoſtles 


hereſie, and our Savior Chriſt a Samaritane, 
to publiſhin theit w ritings, that the foreſaid 


booke ſo notably approoved, hath in it at 


1. the leaſt above 300. errors. That Ji is ſwll of | 


corruption conſuſton, and propban ation: that the or- 
ders thereinpreſcribed are carnall, beg gerly, dung, 
droſſe. lowſie,and gntichriftian. I hey ſaie e eats 


not the Lord: ſupper, but play a pageant of our own, 


to make the poore ſeclie ſaules beleeve they have an 
Engliſh maſſe : and ſo put no difference betwixt 
truth and falſehood,betwixt Chriſt and antichriih, 
betwixt God andthe divell. 

It this were true beloved, then had we 


cauſe to looke about us: But (God be thank - 


o 


by 


* 
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ed) there is no ſuch matter: it is but con- 


tempt, ambition, and ſelfe- love that decei- 
ycth them: their roongs and pens are their 
ow ne, they will write and ſpeake what they 
liſt : and yet who ſhall controll them ? Here · 
tikes in former times looking upon the 
Scriptures with theit eies have condemned 
them of follie. There was never any thing fo 
exactly ritten in the worlde, which is not 
ſubject to malice & ſlander. We delire theſe 

men 


ö 
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men in as milde & gentle ſort as we are able, 

that they would not deale in this maner. 
The very heathen might teach them better 

modeſtie. He that by wreſting of lawes eſta- 

bliſhed(faith one of that crew)doth ſeeke to 

pervert their meaning, Dam ſaphos eſſe cupit, 


ft plant ſjenphanta: Whileſt he woulde ſeeme 


wiſe, he prooveth in deed a ſycophant. 

I have read, that if any thing, fact, writing, 
lawe or whatſocyer may in reaſonable con- 
ſtruction admit two interpretations, the beſt 
and the mildeſt is ever to be received. And 


| thecivill lawyers have theſe rules; Semper in 
* dubits benigniord ſunt preferenda : Alwaies in 


doubtfull matters the more benigne are to 
be 3 Non oportet jus calumniari, aut 
verbaejucaptare It is not meete to cavill at 
lawes, or to ſnatch at their words. Another 
faith ; Non ſunt rejiciende leges que interpretati · 
one ali qua poſſunt convenire: Lawes mult not be 
rejected, which by any reaſonable interpre- 

tation may bc reconciled, 2 
By theſe and many other the like perſwa- 
ſions we labor to withdraw them from their 
wringingand wreſting (with ſuch bitternes) 
thoſe things in the Comunion booke: which 
either they miſlike without cauſe verie un- 
juſtly, or elſe do pervert upon ſome falſe col- 
Aion verie extreemely. But nothing will 
ſerye them: for now ſome of them through | 
| 4 
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a ſwelling pride of their own conceits(vhich 
as it is commonly noted, hath caſt them in- 
to a kind of — are not afraid to lay this 
ſlander upon the church, and upon hir moſt 
excellent Majeſtie, that ſince hir Highnes 
raigne, there hath not been in England anie 
booke of publike praiers, and order for the 
adminiſtration of Sacraments, or any open 
forme for the outward profeſſion of our re- 
ligion, allowed at all hitherto by the lawes 
of the Realme. | 1 

Another ſort likewiſe there are, that will 


nat give their heads for the waſhing, who of { 


their goodnes are content to allowe us a * 
booke and forme of publike praier confir- 
med by law, but yet in another fort, even for 
ood natures ſake, and bicauſe they would 
e thaukefull ro the time, they wholy con- 
demne it. For ſay they, though there were 
never an evill worde or ſentence in all the 
forme of our praiers, yet to appoint that 
form to be uſed, though the words be good, 
the uſe is naught. As if a man ſhould ſaie) if 
T attaine their meaning)although the words 
in the Lords praier be good, yet to appoint 
ſuch a forme of praier, the uſe it naught. | 
Good Lord, it the fathers before mentio- 


ned, deerely belooved,were now alive toſee 
their dealings heerein, how every boy, in 4 
maner, doth take upon him ( as though — 

. onely 


ing in his daies, the like pride and ſawcy ma- 
lepartnes of many. 


pruritum : the 


= leave the ſoci 
To com 


at Paules croſſe. 
onely were learned, zealous & wiſe) to con- 
trol, condemne, and to rage thus at his plea- 
ſure: ſurely I ſuppoſe they would wiſh at the 
leaſt,as Gregorie Nazianzenſomtime did, ſee- 
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When I conſider( ſaith he) effrenem linguarum 
deled itch of toongs, which 


raigneth at this time and hom men by their owne 


Orat 3. 


voices, as it were, Vnins diei ſpatio, do make them- 


ſelves divines, andchallenge the commendation of 


learning and wiſedome : Quibus uma voluntas ad 
hoc ſufficit ut docti ſint, whom their will alone is 4+ 
ble to make learned : I cannot chooſe but wiſhe 
with all my bart with the prophet Teremie; That I 
might go and dwell in the wildernes,rhat ſo I night 


etie of men, and give my ſelfe onelit 


emplation, 
And for you my brethren, I am plainly out 
of doubt, that if they ſaid not of them, Uni- 


uam abſcindetur qui vos perturbant: I woulde Gals. 
to God, they were cut off who thus do trou- 


ble you : they woulde adviſe you from the 


| bortome of their harts , to be ruled by the 
| Apoſtle in this place; Nolite credere owns ſpiri- 
mu Beleeve not theſe ſpirits. 


But verie well: ſeeing they are ſo greatlie ne new 


offended with this booke, what is it they de- — 1 
fire themſelves ꝰ Forſooth a booke they TT 


could be contented. to have, but it muſt pe 
0 
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of their owne making. I beſcech you marks 
and obſerye their courſe taken to this pur. 
poſe. About fower yeeres ſince, ſome two or 
three private-men in a corner framed a 
booke of the forme of common praier, ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacraments, &c. And | 
without any authoxitie publiſhed the ſame, 

as meete to be imbraced and uſed in all che 
pariſh-churches of England. = 

This bookethey tolde us was a veric per | 

fect book, agreeable to Gods word, and the 
uſe of the retormed Churches: and in the | 
end therof, a proviſois made in theſe words: 
Provided that nothing be done contrary to 
any order ſet downe in this booke. The po- 
fie which they have choſen to ſet in the fore - 
fronte of their booke, thereby inſinuating 
the excellencie of it, is this. No man can laie 
any other fog ndation then that which is 
laid,cyen Chriſt Ieſus. 

In this booke they ſeeme to ſet — a 
breeſe ſum of chriſttanitie, and the verie ab- 
ſolute forme of eccleſiaſticall government: 

which they ſaie Chriſt hath preſcribed one 
to 2 with the godly in the church. 
js heer you 1 kv jy ard ego 


woondetfull ſtratageme. For 
— ws . ita booke of this 


I perfect a platforme of 
— pes the civill ay 


atPaulescrofle; - 63 
ſhould bee quite forgotten ꝰ Was there e- 
ver untill this daie anie publike confeſſion 
ſet foorth by any true chureh in the world, 
ſince the 1 were —.— (as Saint 
eAugwtine ſaith) that Kings and Queenes Auge/. 

* ſhoulde bee wi Aron 00 — the 
church, where for any ſupremacy or govern- 
ment of perſons, and in cauſes eccleſiaſticall 
the civill magiſtrate is v holie left out? Can 
there be in a chriſtian common-· weale ſuch 
an abſolute order of ecclefiaſticall govern- 
ment, as they brag of, ſet dow ne for the on- 
ly forme; which is neceſſarie to be obſerved 
without anie mention of the civill magi- 
ſtrate ? Let this ſinke into your harts as it 
ſhall pleaſe God: what if they had obtained 
their purpoſe; for the allowance of this 
booke ? But Iwill ptoceed with the hiſtorie 
fart her:! 42% * 
The nett yeere another booke of Com. 
mon ptaier, &c. with the like authotitie and 
commendation that the other had, was caſt 
abroad: or you may call it the ſame bookè it 
you liſt, ſo you underſtand what violence & 
rorments*in ſo tender an age it hath ſuſtai- 
ned. The whole forme & orderof it, vas in a 
manet᷑ changed they are ſo conſtant) and in 
othet᷑ places and points of matter, there ate 
not ſo fEw as CooO.alterations. The wiſe man 

ſpeaking of ſuch reſolution, ſaith, that St Eccles.27, 
1144 


- 


1 aq 


tu ut L mutarur. 


page „ 
ſake (asit ſeemerh) —— have — 1 


ſparit 


cumſtances thereof being ears to 
ſubſcribe unto it. 

But to goe forward: Within another yeere 
a third booke is begotten and We ck 
foorth, differing in ſome points from both 
the other : and they have beene very earneſt 
that this ſhould be allowed of by-publike 
authority, Howbeit if you thinke their mea- 
ning to be, as they ſeem to pretend, you are 
wholy deceived. 

For a ſimple man ny conceive there- 
by that their Tete s, we ſhould have a 
preſcribed and ſet — of mpg nas 
to be uſed from time to time ſeverall 
congtegations: ſo as poore by often 
hearing of them might the better know and 
8 ts 

m by hart, or at the lea 
in them, as that hen the miniſter ſhall be- 


h underſtanding before 
Sn A c. wipes harts- might fullic 


concurre with him in every particular ſen- 
and with aner en in the 


the civill magiſtrate: but that in ſo cold and 
a ſort, as in my opinion, there is not 
a prieſt in Wisbich who will refuſe (the cit· 


Bat 


| 
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2 —— 
pent beſore mentioned) they have many im- 
plications and turnings, yet they have al- 
waics means and waics to ſhift for them- 
ſelves, If they ſhouldin deed preſcribe unto 
us aſetform of praier, it might be ſaid that 
though the words vere good, yet the ufe 
were naught: and therefore you ſhall find it 
a generall rule in their Rubrickes, that the 
miniſter. ſhall either pray as there it is ſet 
done, or elſe as che ſpitite of God thall 
moove his hart, to that effect, framing him- 
ſelfe according to the time and occaſion. 
So as you ſee your {elves in this point left 
to the miniſters diſcretion. If he conceiving 
a ptaier upon the ſudden, ſhal after ſay it was 


to the ſame purpoſe that is preſcribed in the 
booke, you may not controll him. 

And ho 1 of praiers you are 

xe to be ediſied, and in what danger you 


that cannot diſcerne it. A great man and 
Ringleader in this faction (at the leaſt heer- 
, | »otore ſo aceounted) though otherwiſe of a 
eddy diſpoſition and verie uncertaine: yet 

hecrof experience he-writer 


— ONGC hdd 


upon his 

upon occaſion; after this ſort. NEED 
Now what worſhip or praiers do you uſe f I am 
Aſramed to name the boldnes and follie of ſome,vobo 
; F ſearch 


65 


are thereby left, he is of ſimple judgement 


66 


Concal. Mai- 


ſearce able to utter three words orderly, will yet 
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rake wpon them tobable out a tedious long and ſiur. 
terug prajer, wherein every temth worde ſhalt be | 


the repeating of, O heavenly father, O mercifull 
father, O — ather, O good Lord, O merciful 


od, &. and all thin en acked tagither, 
* their prateng cemerh rat L e prate 
Ang of an infant that wentd tell ſome great tale but 
can not hit of it. Thus far the reformer:and yet 
he ſaith not al. | 

For ſometimes they will ſo wander either 
by error or malice, in framing their praiers 
anſwerable to their affections (which arcof- 
tentimes malitiouſſy bent againſt any thing 
or matter wherewith they ate diſpleaſed; ) 
that no true chriſtian, if he had time to con- 
ſider of their meaning, ought in charitie 
when they have done, to ſay, Amen. „ 

Theſe inconveniences have been long 

ſince foreſeen, and for the avoiding of them, 
the church hath ever tied hit miniſters in 
their ordinarie and publike ſervice, untoa 
preſcript and certaine farme of praier. 

About 1 200. yeeres agoit yVyas decreed in 
the councell of Aevitanum : plac uit, ut pro 
ces, c. Quæ probate fucrint in Concilio, ab on 
nibus celebrentur, net alia omnino dicantur in ec: 
cle ſia niſi que 4 Prudentioribus traftate in Synods 
fuerint It pleaſed the councell, that thoſe 
praiers ſhould be generally uſed of all men, 


| which 


- 
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- | Martin upon this grounde tocke upon 


N 208; | 
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which are approoved in a councell: and that 
no other ſhould at all be ſaid in the church, 
but ſuch as have beene ſufficiently conſide- 
red of by wiſe men, or allowed of in a ſynod; 
And the reaſon which'the councell addeth, 
is moſt effectual: Ne forte aliquid contra ſidem, 
vel per ignorant iam vel per minus ſtudium fit com- 
poſture: leaſt peragyenture ſome thing be uts 
tered or framed j4bither through ignorance 
or want of due confideration, which may be 
againſt the rules of faith. 
And therforedeerly belooved, ſeeing theſe 
ſpirits would draw you from the church,and 
from thoſe praters which you knowe to be 
godlie, ad carie you, yea teach you, they 
knowe not whether nor what themſelves, I 
beſeech yon beleeve them not. 
Thirdlie they cxie our, that the governe- 1. Alan. 
ment of the church now eſtabliſhed in Eng- 
land, is both antichriſtian and diveliſn: and 
that(as I can collect out of their writings) in 
tro reſpects: Firſt, bicauſe where we had be- P. 
fore a ſpitituall Pope, nove the civill magi- ORR | 
{irate is made a temporall Pope: which" they q 
ſhew to be far more diſcommodious to the | 
| 


church, then it they had kept their ſpirituall 
Pope ſtill: ſecondly, bicauſe biſhops in their 
ſeverall dioceſes have a ſuperioritie and au- 
thoritie oyer the reſt of the clergie. 


F 2 him 
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him verie boldely to reaſon againſt the Bi. 
ſhops in this ſort. No pettic Popes ought to 
be maintained or tollerated inany chriſtiart 
common weale : but our Archbiſhops and 
Lord-Biſhops, &c. therefore, &c. Thus Mar- 
tin hath reaſoned againſt one part of this an- 
tichriſtian governement. But why ſtated he 
there? Indeede it was time for him to ſtaie. 
He ſaith he is a courtier: howbeit Iam per- 
ſwaded there is none there of ſo undutifulla 
hart to his ſoveraigne: For though he cun- 
ningly would ſeeme to ſhew his malice onely 
againſt biſhops: yet hath he left to be im- 
plied the verie ſame reaſons againſt the ci- 
vill magiſtrate, 7 

So that upon his principles a man may 
frame this rebellious argument; No pettie 
Pope is to be tollerated in a Chriſtian com- 
mon- wealth: But hir Majeſtic is a pettie 
Pope: Therefore hir Majeſtie is not to be 
tollerated in a Chriſtian common- wealth. 
And his Minor may thus be prooved ; Who- 
ſoever doe take upon them, or uſurpe the 
ſame authoritie in cauſes eccleſiaſtical with 
in their dominions, which the Pope had, 
they are pettie Popes: But hir Majeſtic doth 
ſo : Thereforc hir Majeſtic is a pettic Pope 
and ſo conſequently not to be tollerated in 
a Chriſtian common-wealth. Naw ſurelyif 
Marit were well examined, he is like to 

e pro 


ſons, and in all cauſes, as well eccle 
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proove a verie good ſubject. But for me he 
Paſt beashe lil, 


ſecing neither in reſpect of 


God nor his prince he wil be as he ſhuld be. 


Touching the Bb. as you have heard be- 
fore out of ſerom, and as Maſter Calvin upon 1f.4b.4. 
his report ſeemeth to confeſſe: Biſhops have c. 


had this authoritie, which Arm condem- 
neth ever ſince the evangeliſt S. Marks time. 
Beſides, in the molt flouriſhing time of the 


church, that ever 1 ſince the apo-̃ 
pect of learning, or of 


ſtles daies, either in re 
zcale, Martins and al his companions opini- 


on hath heerin been condemned for an he- 
reſie. Laſtly, there is no man living, as I ſup- 


poſe, able to ſhewe, where there was anie 


church plãted ever ſince the apoſtles times, 


but there the Bb. had authoritie over the 


reſt of the miniſterie. The place of Ambroſe 
will no way ſerve their ture. But I wil leave 
this matter, and come tothe ſecond part of 
this their diveliſh and antichriſtian governe- 
ment. 

When it pleaſed almightie God to deli- 
ver this Realme of Englande from the bon- 
dage and thraldome of the B. of Rome, it 
was thought agreeable to the word of God, 
by the chiefeſt and beſt learned men of the 
religion in all Chriſtendome, that not onely 
the title of ſupreme governor over all p 
ca 
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as civill,did appertaine, and ought to be an- 
nexed unto the crow ne: but likewiſe all ho- 


nors, dignities, preeminences, juriſdictions, 


privileges, authorities, immunities, profits, 
and commodities , which by uſurpation at 


any time did appertaine tothe Pope. 


In this ſupremacie, theſe principall points 
were contained; that the king hath ordina- 
rie authoritie in cauſes ecclehaſticall : that 
he is the chiefeſt in the deciſion and deter- 
mination of church cauſes: that he hath or- 
dinarie authotitie for making all lawes, ce- 
remonies, and conſtitutions of the church: 
that without his authoritie, no ſuch lawes, 
ceremonies, or conſtitutions are or ought |F 
to be of force: and laſtly, that al appellations, ' 
which before were made to Rome, ſnould e- 
ver be made hceerafter to his Majeſties chaũ- 
cerie to be ended and determined, as the 


maner no is, by delegates: 


This preeminence and authoritie was 
greatly impugned by the Pope and his ad- 


” (1. 
T4 


| 
p 
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herents: but notwithſtanding it was ſo nota- | 
bly defended by the ſundrie writings of rare 


and ſpeciall men in all gifts of pietie & lear- 
ning, as that hitherto (Gods name be bleſ- 


ſed for it) the truth therein hath notablie 
prevailed. Amongſt manie bookes which 


have been written to this purpoſe, you ſhall 
finde theſe very learnedly penned: one Pe 


vera 


| 


vera differentia 
another writt 


by Haller e, De ſu- 
„rs imperio : athirde, De 
vera obedientia, w written by a man at that time 
in this point well affected. Likewiſe (as yon 
may read in Maſter Foxe) Cuubert Tunitall Bi- 
ſhop of Dureſme, and Jobn Srokeſlie Biſhop 
of Lins, write a ſhort treatiſe in forme 
of a letter to cardinall Poole then reſiant in 
Rome, very effectually compiled to the ſame 
effect. Laſtly, you cannot but remember with 
what learning and authoritie this matter 
hath been defended by Biſhop Jewell againſt 
Harding, by Biſhop Horne againſt Fecknaw, 
by rhe — 5 of Paules againſt Dorman, by 
doctor Achwoorth (as itis ſuppoſed ) againſt 
Saunders, and by divers others, as occaſions 
have been offered by the Papilts. 

I am perſwaded there was never cauſe 
more throughly handled, and the iſſue be- 
twixt them was ever this, whether the king 
within his dominions, or the B. of Rome, 
might by the word of god rightly challenge 
the  foreſaid authoritie. 

Marie now a third ſort of men are riſen i 
up in the world: whodo affirme that they al 1 
joined upon a wrong iſſue: and that the au- 
thoritie which both ſides labored for, doth 
indeed appertain unto their presbyteries, 


| and eccleſiaſticall ſenates. 
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_Iwould beloth e cerely beloved, to abuſe | 
you with untruthes : — therefore I hae 
thought good to make this matter more. 


plaineunto you by a very manifeſt example, 
2 in a declaration publiſhed by the 


king of Scots. 


About ſome ſixe or ſeaven yeeres ago (as 
Idoi imagine) certaine men of the new go- 
vernment, intending the erection of theſe | 
presbyreries i in Scotland, began their parts | 


and-proceeded as followerh. 


They did greatly inveigh againſt the ſupe- 
rioritic of Biſbops, and likewiſe repined at 


the kings authoritie in cauſes eccleſiaſtical! : 


whereupon in his minoritie, a certaine num- 
ber of miniſters gathering to themſelves 
certaine gentlemen; and divers others, did 
ered by their owne authoritie their eccleſi- 
aſticall ſenates: and uſurping all the whole | 
eccleſiaſticall juriſdiction, did alter the lawes 
at their owne pleaſures, without the know- | 
ledge and approbaton, either of the king 


or (tate. 
They likewiſe edoke upon them to diſ- 


charge the eſtate of Biſhops, and to declare 


the ſame to be unlau full: directing their 


commiſſioners to the king, and comman- 


ding him and the counſell, under paine of 


excommunication never afterwards to ap- 


Point = more 5 bicauſe they had 


conclu- 


2 


at Paules croſſq. 
concluded that eſtate to be unlawfull. 
They preſcribed lawes to the king and 
ſtate, & appointed general faſtings through- 
out the Realme when they thought good: 
eſpecially hen ſom factioners in the coun- 
trie were to moaye any great enterpriſe, 
Beſides, divers of the miniſters having 


preached very factious and ſeditious doc- 


trine, and being in that reſpec called before 
the king to anſwer the complaints made a- 
gainſt them, they utterly diſclaimed the 
kings authoritie, as an incompetent judge, 
alleaging for themſelves, that for ſuch mat- 
ters as were ſpoken in the pulpit, they ought 
to be exempt from the judgement and cor- 
rection of princes, denieng his authoritie 
flatly in cauſes eccleſiaſticall. 

The king giving comandement upon the 
ſaterday, to certain noble men for the feaſt- 
ing of the embaſſador of France in Edenbo- 
rough the next monday after: a number of 
the presbytcrie underſtanding thereof: aſ- 
ſembled themſelyes togither on ſunday in 
the morning, & preſumptuouſlie cauſed the 
miniſters to proclaime a faſte to be held the 


ſame monday, and could by no means be in- 


treated to alter their determination therin. 
So as vhileſt the lords & the chiefe of the ci- 
tie, according to the kings commandement, 
were abou the intertainment of the embaſ- 
ſador, 


|  ASermonpreached 1 
ſador, the miniſters one after another all 
the daie long in their ſeverall ſermons were 
bitterlic inveighing againſt them : and had 
it not been for the kings great importuni- 
tie;they had been all excommunicated, | 

Bur yet another pranke which they plaied 
paſſedall theſe. The king with the advice of 
his Eſtates in Parleament, having reſolved 
upon a certaine fact committed by ſome of 
his ſubjects, that it vas treaſon: theſe men in 
theit aſſemblie (eſteeming their judgement 
to bee the ſoveraigne judgement of the 
Realme) did not onely approove the ſame 
fact as lav ful, contrary to the ſaid act of Par- 
leament, but ordained al them to be excom- 
municated, ho woulde not ſubſcribe to 
their determination therein. 

When the king ſaw what courſe theſe men 
held, and how notwithſtanding the equali- 
tie they pretended, they ſought altogither 
their owne advancement : how they erected 
that in themſelves, which they had dejected 
in the Biſhops: how they tooke more upon 
them then ever the Biſhops had done : how 
they did imitate prepoſterouſlie the papall 
juriſdictiõ: how under the pretence of their 
presbyteries, they trod upon his ſcepter, 
and labored to eſtabliſn an eccleſiaſticall ty- 
ranny of an infinite juriſdiction, ſuch as nei- 
ther the law of God or man could tollerate: 


and 


| 


6 at Paules croſſe. 


and perceiving withall, that the new erected 
governement was the mother of all faction, 
confuſion, ſedition, and rebellion : that it 


was an introduction to Anabaptiſme and 
pularitie: that it tended to the overthrow 


of his ſtate and Realme,and to the decaie of 


his crown:and that he muſt either diſcharge 


himſelfe of the crowne, or the miniſterie of 


that forme of government, by the conſent & 
act of Parliament, x 584. he overthrew their 
presbyteries,and reſtored the Biſhops again 
to their places. All this you may finde more 
at large ſet down by the king himſelfe in his 
ſaid declaration. 
It may heer be ſaid( ſor they dare ſay hat 
they liſt ) that nowe the king is of another 
minde : and that this declaration was made 
when he had conceived ſome diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt them. 
For the king, he is not altred. Ictus piſcatar 
ſapit. His crowne and their ſoveraigntie will 
not agree togither. And what cauſe he had 


to proceed againſt them ashe did, although 


it be great boldnes in ſuch a caſe, not to reſt 
ſatisſied in the worde of ſuch a king: yet for 
your better underſtanding , what to thinke 
of this kinde of governement ( for never a 
barrell will proove the better herring ) you 
ſhall heare the opinion of one of our owne 
countrie-men, who was in Scotland abour 

| the 
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the ſame time, and obſerved verie diligentlie 
the woondertull pride and inſolencie there- 
of. | | | 


[judge ſaith he (writing of this Parlea- 
ment now aſſembled) that if the Parleament 
ſhould eftabliſh ſuch names, and thoſe the officers 
according to thoſe names which ſeeks their owne 
diſciple that then in ſteede of one Pope we ſhoulde 
hade 1000. and of ſome lord Biſhops in name a 
1000. Leralie tyrants indeed, which, nome do diſ- 


daine the names. This I bave found experience 
tobe true: I can te ſtiſie by triall of 7 which 
have travelledit over in their beſt reformed pla- 
ces: An in Doude, Saint eAndrewts, Edenborough, 
& ſundrie other townes: and have knowen the king 
in great danger aud feare of his life by their lordhe 


diſcipline, c.And againe: [have ſeen all maner 
of wickhednes to abounde much more in their beit 
places in Scotland, then in our woorſer places heere 
in England. | | | 

Furthermore it may pleaſe you brethren 
to heare the ſame mans judgement of ſuch, 
as do labor ſo buſily in this matter: in a trea- 
tiſe of his againſt one Barome. 

Whereas you charge us ( ſaith he) in denieng 
Chriſt in bu oſſicer, and conſequently not to be come 
in the fleſh s it ſhall appeere by your preſbyterie or | 
eldermen , that ihdeede you are and mill be the al- 
dermen even to pull the moit ancient of all, Chill 
Teſits himfelfe by the heard ꝶea aud ſecke not onely 


19 


p A | | 4 | 
| at Pau croſſe. „ 
to ſhake him by the loc hes of bus baire aut of his of 
ficer, hut alſo all his ancients 8 
the lam full magiſtratet and minifters, which have 
lu full aut horitie from him. 59] 

Wherefore not we but you rather ſeeke the gh 
tering blaſe of great name - and if once you mig 
get up the names of Elders and Preſbyters , 
miſchiefe , crmeltie , and pride would not ſtreame 

am that name, even as fire from a blaſing tar to 
ſet on fire the whole worlde ? For every buſie foole, 
the more buſie he mere in diſcrediting others, and 
ſeching matter ſhip among the _ the better el- 
der he ſhould be judged.” Tea and this nem name of 
an elder given him, were even as 4 ſacrament of 
grace, and woulde ſcale ny all his knaverie :that 
whatſoever filthines dropped. from him, yet the 
thirte of his ancients gowne ſhould cover it. 

This mans opinion heerin I know will be 
greatly contemned, bicauſe I thinke he hath 
bin of another judgement. Bur yet they may 
give him leave to ſpeake, as his experience 
(which is no foolith maſter ) hath taught 
him. For commonly it comes to paſſe, when 


raſh men run hedlong into any new deviſes, 


that Poferiores cogitationes ſolent eſſe ſapientio- Cicero. 


res: their afterwits are beſt. How beit let him 
finde what favour at their hands he ſhall. I 
muſt indeed confeſſe, that if this matter had 
onely depended upon his report, or opini- 
on, Iwould not at this time have made men- 
tion 
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tion of him. But it is far otherwiſe. For in- 
deede if their proceedings be better conſi- 
dered, that which he hath ſaide, either of his 
judgement touching their presbyteries, ot 
of his experience in Scotlande concerning 
their practiſes, and that even againſt the 

king it is in amaner np 4 
I beſeech you brethren, eſpecially you that 
have beene brought upin learning, and are 
able to looke into this cauſe,do but conſider 
how the cheefe magiſtrates have beene uſed 
and deait withall, whereſoever this abſolute 
government which they ſpeak of, hath been 
erected. Reade the writings of the chiefeſt 
pillers of theſe platformes, as the booke De 
jure magittratuum in ſubdites : the booke inti- 
tuled YVindicie contra tyrannotanother De jure 
regni apud Scores The dialogs of Euſebius 
Philadelphus, with ſundry other of that ſort: 
and you ſhal find in them theſe moſt ſtrange 
and rebellious propoſitions ſifiie maintai- 
ned, dilated and ampliſied. | 
Steph. In. The people of themſelves may ſet ap Gods ſer- 
w,peg.36 Vice and abrogate ſuperitition: It is lawfull for the 
Iden p4.28. people by force of armes to reſiſt the Prince, if he 
hinder the building of the Church That is ( as 
it appeereth by: the whole drift almoſt of 
that book their presbyteries : The. people 
Lum pag. 3. that do not reſt the Prince affecting the ſeat of 
Goa (that is claiming ſuptemacie in cauſes , 

eccle- 
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eccleſiaſticall) do as it were o 


pline, they are tyrants both 10 the church and mi- 
niſter (ſaith one of them : ) And being tyrants 


they may be depoſed by their ſub jelte, as they 
do generally all of them hold. 


I dare avowe it unto you brethren, and 1 


thinke no man will make exception againſt 
it: that if all were laide before 8 that the 
Popes have done againſt Princes: it is not 
more then theſe men defend may be put in 
execution when they thinke good by them- 
ſelres and the people. 

I might make this thing verie plaine unto 
you by divers particular examples, which 
they greatly allow and propound to them- 
ſelves tor their Imitation : were it not that 
the very naming of them would grow offen- 
ſive unto you all. Onely in generalitie it may 
pleaſe you to underſtand hat is written to 
this purpoſe in a booke ptinted at Geneva, 
& compiled by three or foure whoſe names 
I know not. Although ſay they) 7 he Popes for 
ſundry enormities have depoſed Princes by their un- 
lam full authority, yet the reaſon that mooved them 
ſo to do was boneft and juſt, and meete to be re- 
ceived and executed by the bodie or ſtate of every 


common wealth. 


If any do heer object, that I ſtand roo 


long upon this matter, conſidering that 


acrifice to idols. 
If Princes do hinder them ek for this diſci> vers. 


theſa 
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A Sermon preached "Y 
theſe things do touch mens dealings and 
writings in other countries, and cannot in 
any ſort be applied to our reformers in Eng. 
land: my anſ er is, that I wiſh from the bot. 
tome of my hart it were fo; but I mo | 
feare, by that which already is done, t | 
cept there be in time — a order ta- 
ken, it will fall out far otherwiſe. A 

For it ſeemeth to me, that whatſoever 
hath bin done heerin abroad, is labored for 
to be put in execution heer with us at hom; | 
Our Biſhops you ſee how unchriſtianly they 
are handled, even with more contumely and 
diſdaintull reproch,then ever it is to be read 
that the heathen uſed againſt their prieſts, 
of what condition ang behavior ſoever. 

Hir majeſtie (for whoſe happie eſtate and 
long life he that will not praie unto almigh- 
tie God, deſerveth neither ſtate norlife in 

this common wealth) in that ſhe taketh up- 

on hir to rule as ſhe doth in matters concer- 

ning the church, according to the law full 

authoritie which is united unto hir crowne, 

is by theſe men cunningly reſembled unto 

all the wicked kings and others, of whom 

we read in the ſcriptures, that they took up- 

on them unlawfully to intrude themſelves 

1. Sam. 13. into the prieſts office: as unto Saule for his 

2 Chro. ac. offering of ſacrifice, unto Of for his burn- 
1 ing of incenſe upon the altar of incenſe: un- 

i to 


to Gedean for his making of an 
unto Nadab and 
- with ſtrange fire. 


hath preeminence by ordinary zuthority,ci- 
ther to determine of church cauſes, or to 
make eccleſiaſticall orders and ceremonies. 


That no civill magiſtrate hath ſuch authori- 2. 144, 


tic, as that withour his conſent it ſhould not 
be lawfull for eceleſiaſticall perſons to make 


and publiſh church orders. Thar, They which 5 gr. 
= are no Elders of the church, have nothing to do of ſcipi. 


with the government of the church. And where- 
| as Maſter Harding faith , that the office of a 


kling in it ſelfe is one everie where, not one- 
ly among the Chriſtian princes, but alſo a- 


mong the heathen : and thereupon conclu- 
deth, that a Chriſtian prince hath no more 
to do in deciding of Church matters, or 


in making ceremonies and orders for the 


Church, than hath a heathen : Maſter Cart- 
wright alloweth of his judgement, and doth 
expreſſely affirme, that he is of the ſame o- 
pinion, profeſſing his miſlike of thoſe wha 
teach another right of a Chriſtian, and of a 

prophane magiltrate. 
do as indeede they attribute in effect no 
more to hir Majeſtie, and all other civill ma- 
giſtrates in theſe cauſes, than the Papiſts do, 
which is Poteftatem fucli non juris. I knowe 
1 how 


87 
de : and lude,s. 
bu for their offeriug 


And they affirme, that no civill magiſtrate + - 


of of 
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Snecenus de it againe at their owne pleaſure : marie Gel- 
diſc.ecleſs lis Snecauus he dealeth more plainly, and 


taine to the miniſterie: : Licet fatli executio in 


if they ſhall be called to —— to their miſ- 


ASermonpreached | 
how ſome of them ſhutfle to avoid chis accu · 
ſation, pretending that they give the prince 


more than Poteſtatem facti: For our men do 
thinke they may ſay what they liſt, and ſalve 


commending this diſtinction, ſaith in ex- 
preſſe words, that Controverſia juris doth per. 


politic is fit penes civilem magiſtratum: althou b 
the execution of the fact in civill cauſes do 
appertaine to the civill magiſtrate. | 
Now ſcing, deerly beloved, how far theſe 
men aregonealrcady upon their own heads, 
who knoweth whether in ſhort time they 
will not diſclaime hir Majeſties authoritie, 


demeanors, eſpecially if they concerne mat- 
ters of the pulpit : or whether they purpoſe 


to diſcharge the eſtate of Bb. and to erect of 


themſelves found plat for govern- 
ment? Wh: 7 will do, 1 — not; hut 
what they haye written, you ſhall heare. 
If thus reformation (ſaid on of them, when 
he was of that humor) be not haſtened forward * 
by the magiitrate, the ſubjetts ought not any lon | 


ger to tarie for him, hut doit themſelves, The au- 


thor of the ſecond, Admonition ( againſt 
whom, as I thinke, there will no exception 
be 4 {2 that he and his fellowes 
Are 


Are forced in c 7 


der,and(as he ſaith)ronſe ir. And in another 
place, that I here is mam a thouſand that deſire 
the ſame that he doth, and that great troubles will 


come of it, if it be not provided for. I thinkę he 


meaneth,if _ obtain not their deſire. An- 
other is likewiſe very peremptorie and reſo- 


jute, that the Preſoyterie mutt prevaile: and if it Demonff. of \| 
come to paſſe(ſaith he to the Bb.) by that means <ſciplinthe 


which will make your harts to ake, blame your 
ſelvet. Martin in his firſt booke threateneth 
Fifts : and in his ſeconde, he wiſheth that our 
Parleament, which is now aſſembled, would 
put done Lord Biſhops, and bring in the 
reformation which they looke for, whether 
hir Majeſtie will or no. Let the place be con- 
ſidered, whether I have attained to his mea- 
ning.Surely whileſt he talketh much of trea- 
ſon, feare he wil be found a traitor himſelf. 
For how can heconceive that ſuch athing 
ſhould be brought to paſſe(it hir majeſty do 
hir beſt to withſtande it) without a rebellion 
at the leaſt, that! may go no farther. Hath 
not hir highnes in making of lawes a nega- 
tive voice? Is not Lex prineipis opus hath not 
every law Vim cogemem of the king. 

I aſſure you (my brethren)theſe are deſpe- 
rate points to be ſtoode in. And I do verilic 
feate, that except good order be taken, and 

that in time, theſe things will grow to ſome 
G3 2 extre- 
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extremities. For ſeeing theſe ſpirits of ours 
do follow ſo exactly, and with ſuch hot pur- 
ſuite, the outlandiſh precepts, touching the 
forme of their new governement, is it not to 
be provided for, leaſt they fall to the outlan- 
dith meanes likewiſe ( mentioned before in 
their traiterous propoſitions) for the erec- 
ting and eſtabliſhing thereof ? ; 


I wasentormed by a magiſtrate of right 
s * * . 
good worſhip, that a preacher of this facti- 


on, in the preſence of certaine Iuſtices of the 
peace,andina verie great congregation did 
without conttolment, convention, or bind- 


ing over either to ſeſſions or aſſiſes, ſet on 


btoch the doctrine of the former propoſiti- 


ons for violent reformation. 

He greatly complained of the manifolde 
imperfections, wherewithall (as he ſaid) the 
church of England was greevouſly oppreſ- 
ſed : and laboured verie earneſtly to per- 
{wade his auditorie, that in France it was 
lawfull for the people or inferiour magi- 
ſtrates, to compel their prince to a reforma- 
tion of any ſuch deformities : or elſe he- 


ther he would or no to do it themſelyes. As 


though he ſhould have ſaid : if by the word 

of God it be lawfull in France, it is likewiſe 

law full in England: the dutie of ſubje&s 

totheir kings in that reſpe& being one in 

both. | 8 
] 


at Paules croſſe. 
If theſe things deerely beloved, which I 
have reported unto you (in ſort as I have in- 
ſiſted upon thẽ) be not true, let me be called 
to mine anſwer ; but if they be true, then T 
truſt you will confeſſe the neceſſitie of this 
exhortation (ſofar as concerneth your du- 
ties) which heer the Apoſtle maketh : Cha- 
* r:ſſaminolite omni * credere. Take heed of 
ſuch ſpirits leaſt they ſeduce you, and be- 
leeve them not. 


one or two admonitions, we ſhould avoide 


palace ſome learned men do obſerve, that the 
© Apoſtles doctrine there appertaineth but 
unto private men. For ſaie they, if he had 
vrritten the ſame to civill magiſtrates, he 
* would have bidden them after one or two 
* admonitions , to have puniſhed with due 
ſeveritie all ſuch kinde 5 perſons. And even 
ſo ſaie I touching this place. The apoſtle ex- 
horteth you that be private men, that you 
beleeve not evexie ſpirit, but concerning 
you that be magiſtrates, I am aſſured the 
apoſtolicall doctrine doth commande you, 
that by your authoritie you carefullie inde- 
vor to ſuppreſſe ſuch ſpirits. I ſartin affirm- 
eth that the Biſhops are in fault, that there 
are ſo manie ſchiſmes this daie amongſt us, 
G 3 and 


l Saint Paule in his epiſtle to Titus doth cap. 
| - W P. 3 
ſtraightlie in him commande us, that after An cxhorts- 


tion to the 
* x :  Magiſtrars, 
the companie of an heretike. Vpon which Bess. 
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 ASermonpreached 
and I confeſſe, I am my ſelfe in ſome part of 
his opinion, But yet no farther, then the 
ſame reprehenſion is to be extended gene- 
rally unto all other magiſttats. 

Saint Ba/ill in his timo finding the like jars, 
and diforder that we have now amongſt us: 
how (as it is in the booke of Iludges) everie | 
man did even whatheliſt himſelfe, he ſaith, * 
he perceived this was the cauſe: for that (as ii 
is there noted) in thoſe dates there was no 


king in Iſrael, that is, God was not regarded, 


or as it may truly be ſaide, the magiſtrats did 
not their duties. For there is no great diffe- 
rence betwixt having none at al, and having 
of ſuch as do negle& the charge which is 
committed unto them. 

Nay ſurely mine opinion is, that if there 
were not ſome, (whether Biſhops or men of 
as great or greater authoritie ) that doe in 
ſome ſort favor theſe ſpitits, they would ne- 
ver have growen either in number ſo manie, 


or in their dealings to have been ſo violent. 


That which Maſter Calvine writeth, may 
verie fitlie be applied to this purpoſe : We- 
mini uerbum facere in mentem veniret , niſi quiſ- 
quilie hominum wviderent ſe proceribus eſſicium 
preitare, ac paratam ſibi eſſe maledicentie mor- 
cedem + ſubitoque e vane ſcerent mendacia , nif 
ab eiſdem illis in quorum gratiam confitta ſunt, 
foverentur : None woulde ever have ops 


\ at Paules croſſe. 87 - 
ned their mouthes in this ſort, except the 
baſe and raſcall ſort of men had ſeenethar_ 
| ghereby they ſhoulde gratifie ſome men in 
authority,and were to be rewarded:for their 
evill ſpeaking and lies would ſoone have di- 
ed, if they were not nouriſhed by thoſe, for 
whoſe plcaſure they were publiſhed. 
Be it that hitherto you have been mooved 
to ſpare them with their great ſhew of zeale. 
For as Cicero ſaith: Vt quiſque eſt vi optimus, A4 Qa. 
ira difficillime eſſe alios improbos ſuſpicatur The 
beſt men, do leaſt of all ſuſpect others to be 
evill. Vet now that you ſee into how deſpe- 
rate and dangerous a courſe they are fallen, 
your farther bearing with them will not be 
vell excuſed. They ate almoſt come{(as Tere. 
noteth)of ſuch like men, A ſtilo ad macheram, 1. 
from wordes to blowes. Hir majeſtic is de- 
praved, hir authoritie is impugned, & great 
dangers are threatned. Civill government is 
called into queſtion : princes prerogatives 
are curiouſlie ſcanned : the intereſt of the 
people in kingdoms is greatly advanced: & 
all government generally is pinched at, and 
contemned. The church is condemned, the 
| ancient fathers are deſpiſed, your preachers : 
2 defaced, and yet theſe men are tollera- 
ji Let it be held for good pollicie, V anſeri- cle 
uus cibarialocentur, & canes alantur in Capitolis, 
G 4 for 
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for feare of theedes in the night: But yet (as 
Cicero ſaith) if they will gaggle and make a 
noiſe in the daie time without any cauſe, 
Opinor its crura ſuſfringantur: I thinke it very fit 
they be rapt on the ſhinnes. And even ſo it is 
with theſe our prophets & their adherents, 
as it followeth in the ſame place: eAln eorum 
anſeres ſunt qui tantummodo clamant , nocere non 
poſſunt * alti caves qui latrare & mordere poſſunt : 
cibaria lus praberi videmus: Some ot them are 
gecſe which onely gaggle, and cannot hurt: 
others are dogs, which both can barke and 
bite: and yet we ſec them maintained. Sed 
vos maxime dehetis in eos impetum facere © But 


you that are magiltrates ought rather to re- 


ſtraine them. 

Zanchins in his epiſtle before his anſwere 
to Holderus the Arrian, being greatly moo- 
ved with the like ſchiſmatikes in Germanie, 
doth crie out in the bitternes of his hart, O 
tempera, O mores good Lord what times are 
theſe wherein we live, and howe are men in 
their maners growen to be monſtrous? I be- 
ſeech almightie God ſaith he) (uſing the ve- 
rie words which Alexander Biſhop of Con- 
ſtantinople upon the like occaſion had once 
uſed ) that either it would pleaſe his maje- 
ſtie to repreſſe Horam inrendiariorum nefarios 
conatus : The wicked attempts of theſe fire- 


brãds, or elſe to take me out of this life, that 


1 


at Paules crofle. 
I may never behold the miſeries andcalami-- 
ties which of neceſſitie thereby muſt fall up- 
on the church. He exhorteth the magiſtrats 
thatthey would more diligently looke unto 
their duties then before time they had done. 
Cur enim unicuique quicqquid lubet ſcribere, & in 
quem is pro ſua hibidine debacchari, eaque ratione 
eccleſias pertlere permittitur ? For why is everie 
one ſuffered( ſaith he) to write what he liſte, 
and to raile upon everie man at his plea- 
ſure, and ſo by that meanes to deſtroie the 
church? 

Naie ſurely if you looke not to this geare 
in time, this judgement doth but begin ar 
the houſe of God, and it will proceede far- 
ther to the overthrowe of all government. 
God of his infinit mercy open your cies that 
you may ſee theſe dangers, and grant you 
both grace and courage, that you may in 
due time prevent them. 


And nowe unto you all deerely belooved, ro the peo- 
who having no authoritie to repreſſe theſe b. 


ſpirits, mult carefully looke abour you, that 
you benotdeceived: I beſeech you with the 
apoſtle, Do not beleeve them. 

The doctrine of the church of England, 
is pure and holie: the government thereof, 
both in reſpe& of hir majeſtic, and of our 
Biſhops is lawfull and godlie: the booke of 
common  prater containeth nothing in it 
contrarie 
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contrarie to the word of God. 

All theſe points have been notably ap- 
prooved and maintained not onely againſt 
the Papiſts, but likewiſc againſt ſome other 
ſchiſmatikes, and you your ſelves with great 
joy and comfort have in time paſt imbraced 
them accordingly. It any of you now, my 


brethren, be otherwiſc affected, the fault is | 


in your ſelves : for they remaine (as the na- 
ture of truth requireth) to be as they were 
before: but you through your raſhnes in 
following of evetie ſpirit, are growen to a 
woonderfull newfanglenes : and are indeed 
become meere changelings. Quemadmodim 
cadem terra ftat relle valentibus , que vertigene 
correptus videtur moveri ; As the ſame earth 
(ſaith Cr. Naxianxen Jappeereth immoove- 
able to thoſe that are in health, which to the 
giddie doth ſeeme to turne about: ſo you, 
ny brethren , by following the perſwaſions 
falſe prophets ( (who, as [renew ſaith; De 
uſdem non ſemper eaſdem ſententias babent Of 
the ſelte · ſame things have not alwaies the 
ſame opinions) ate drawen to an unjuſt miſ- 
like of the church; Et amantes vel non amantes, 
hand eadem de eiſdems wdicatis : And according 
to your love or 2 judgements upon 
the ſelfe · ſame things do varie and alter. 
See, Ipraie you, what diſlike is able to 
worke; and therefore take heed of thoſe mY 
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ſhall indevor, through lies and ſlanders, to 
make the truth and the preachers thereof 
odious and hatefull unto you. For as the A- 
poſtle writeth ; Æmulantur vos non bent, ſed * 
excludere vos ee illos æmule mint. They are 
jealous over you amiſſe, even for their owne 
purpoſe and commoditie : yea they would 
exclude you from the doctrine you have re- 
ceived at our hands, and from the affection 

and love,which you once bare unto us, that 

ye might alrogither love them, and followe 
their deviſes, 

And that is the end of theirrailing * 
libelling. Mos ſemper fait hereticorum, ꝓuorum 
doclrinam non poſſunt confutare, illorum vitam in 
odium adduc ere: It hath alwaics been the ma- 
ner of heretikes, to bring their lives into ha- 
tred, whoſe doctrine they cannot confute. 
Knowing that by the contempr of the one, 
doth eaſily enſue the diſlike of the other. 

Howbe1r,they will pretend that the zeale 

of Gods glorie doth moove them unto ſuch 
bitternes, againſt the pteſent eſtate of reli- 
gion, and againſt the chiefe maintainers of 
it, and chat for conſcience lake, and for the 
glory of Sion they are driven to uſe ſuch 
more than tragicall outcries. But Bernari 5 ſuper | 
will not ſuffer them to hide their malice un- s. 
der theſe masks, who writing againſt cer- 
taine ſchiſmatikes in his time, faith „ Alu 2 
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dem nude atque irreverenter, uti in buccam vene- 


rit, virus evomunt detrac tian Some do plain- 


ly and itreverently, even as it comes into 
their ſtomacke, ſpue out the poiſon of their 
ſlanders. Mary others there be, who cover 
their malice more cunningly, nay more hy- 
pocritically, as though all they ſaid procee- 
ded of meete love and Chriſtian charitie, of 
whom it followeth; Videas præmitti alta ſuſ- 
pirta : ſicque quadam cum gravitate, vuliu meſto, 
demiſſis ſupercilizs & voce plangenti egredi male- 
dictione m, & quidem tanto perſu aſibiliorem, quan- 
to creditur ab hits qui audiunt corde irvito & ma- 
gis condolentis 148 quam malitioſe proferri 
You ſhall ſee ſome, that after they have fet 
divers great ſighes and grones, will preſent- 
ly with great grayitie and drawing out of 
their words, with a heavy countenance, with 
caſting dow ne their heads, and with a pitti- 
full voice, breath out malediction, the which 
men do rather beleeve, bicauſe it ſeemeth 
by ſuch their hypocriticall dealing, rather 
to proceed of a ſorro full — et than 
of malice and hatred. but deerly beloved, 
take heed of theſe ſpirits. Where you finde 
theſe conditions, belce ve not, I pray you, a- 
ny ſuch proteſtations. 

Furthermore you ſhal have ſome that will 
come unto you with a long tale, proteſting 
that they cannot refraine their teares, * 

| rac 
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the ancient men in Eſra, to ſee the foundati- Ezra g. 


on of our new temple not to be anſwerable 
(as they ſay) to the beautie of the old. And 
heerin they thinke they ſhould be verie ac- 
ceptable unto you: y hereas in truth the cry- 


ing of thoſe aged men, was a great diſcou- „e 
ragement to the builders, and one of the „: R. 


principall lets, why the worke went no bet- 
ter forward: and the prophet eAggems was 
ſent from God to reproove them for it; al- 


lowing, nay preferring in ſome reſpects, the 


new building, which then they had in hand, 
before the other, which ſome fo much at- 
feeted. 

So as, deerly beloved,when you heare the 
like crics, in any wiſe beleeve them not: but 


rather ſhour aloud tor joy(as there it is like- 


wiſe noted) in that you have lived to ſee your 
temples purged from the leaven of Poperie, 
and to florith, as they do, with the ſinceritic 
and truth of Chriſtian religion. 

They wil furthermore (the better to creep 
into your harts) pretend great humilitie, 
and bitterly exclaime againſt the pride of 
Bb. as though they affected nothing elſe by 
their deſired equalitie, but ſome great low- 
lines, and to proſtrate themſelves at your 
feet for your ſervice : whereas in deed they 
ſnoote at greater ſuperioritie and preemi- 


nence, then ever your Biſhops did uſe or 


cha- 


* 
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challenge unto them: and would no doubt 
tyranniſe by their cenſures over both prince 
and people at their pleaſure, in moſt untol- 
lerable and popelike maner. As partly you 
may gather by the premiſſes, and partlie fur- 
thermote underſtand in that not onely they 
do uſe the verie ſame arguments for the ſo- 
— authoritie of their presbyteries (a- 
gainſt the prince) in cauſes eccleſiaſticall: 
that the Pope doth for his principalitie in 
the ſame (and none other fo tar as I can read, 
or I thinke can be thewed by any : ) but do 
likewiſe make to all our arguments for hit 
majeſties ſupremacie againſt them, the very 
fame anſwers, (if not word for worde, yet al- 
waies in effect) that Harding, Stapleton, Dor- 
man, and Saxrderi have made to the ſame ar- 
guments, uſed by hop Jewell, Bit op, Horn, 
Maſter Nowell and others to the ſame pur- 
poſe, and againſt the Pope. I cannot ſtande 
ro enter into any, particular examples of 
this matter, oncly I thought it neceſſarie at 
this time toadyertiſe you of it (take his ad- 
vantage thereof who, liſt) that you might 
the better beware of ſuch kind of ſpirits. 

You have heard them, I am ſure, greatly 
exclaime againſt our Bb, livings, as though 
they had too much, therby to perſwade you 
with what ſimple allowance they could con- 


tent themlſelyes: and yet (as you have heard) 


they 


of | 
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5 
5 

* 


at Paules croſſe. N 

they reckon all the livings of the church too 
litle for themſelves: condemning you of the 
laitie, who either have or would have part 
with them, for cormorants, Diomſiaut, and 
for ſuch wicked traitors againſt the church, 
as Iudas was againſt Chriſt, 

The would gladly ſeeme to be very god- 
ly, zealous, and religious: and yet notwith- 
ſtanding, if you will relie upon Saint /ames 
his opinion, and judge of them by the uſage 
of their toongs, in their immodeſt ſpeeches 
and libelling, you ſhall finde their profeſhon 
thereof to be full of ſo great vanitie, as that 
particularlie it may be verified almoſt of 
eyer ie one of them: Hujus vana eft religio. 

It they ſet foorth a booke of common 
praiers, then caution is made that nothing 
he done contrarie to any thing ſet dow ne in 
the ſame. If they decree any thing in their 
ſynods (yea though it be in civill matters) 
againſt an act of Patleament, that treaſon is 
not treaſon, yet if you withſtand them, you 
are foorthw ich accurſed: or as touching 
church cauſes, except it ſhould ſo fall out, 
that they do erre in their determinations, 
and that in ſome great matter of faith, all 
men muſt ftand unto their orders, decrees 
lawes and conſtitutions, 

But on the other ſide, if the church in- 


deed, upon ſufficient grounds (hall either 
publiſh 
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publiſh a booke or commande any thing to 
be obſerved, though that which is comman- 


ded have beene determined of, not onely by 
provinciall or nationall ſynods, but by al the 
generall councels in effect, which were helde 
before the tyrannie of poperie: yet( as Saint 
Bernard ſaith in the like caſe) Nerent ad ſingu- 
la que in jung untur, exigunt de quibuſq, rationem, 
male ſuſpicantur de omni præcepto, nec unquam li- 
benter acquieſcunt niſi cum audire contigerit quod 
forte libuerit : they ſticke at all things which 
are injoined, they require the reaſon of eve- 
ry thing, they ſuſpe& amiſſe of eyery precept, 


and wil never willingly hold themſeves con- 


rented, but hen they heare that,which per- 
adventure doth pleaſe them. | 
They ſift, they ſearch , and condemne at 
their pleaſure, This is too much, that is too 
little: this is too long, that is too ſhort: this 
is idolatrous, that is ſuperſtitious : this is 
wanting, that is ſuperfluous: this is not a- 
right, that is awrie : and as Saint Auguſtine 
ſaith, Ni quod fac iunt, nihil retium exiſti- 


mant. They thinke well of nothing, but of 


that they do themſelves. 


If they expound a place of Scripture, as 


they do that, wheteof I ſpake before, Dic ec- 
cleſie:and thoſe likewiſe which they bring for 


the proofe of their aldermen: though they 
therein diſſent among themſelves, and from 


the 
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the interpretations of all the ancient ſa- 
thers WhO ever liyed, yet we muſt Ry 

them (as Hoſims ſpake of the church o 
Rome) that what they ſaie, it is the yeric 
word of God. | 3 2371 
If they alledge unto us the authorities of 
fathers and councels, to prooye the equali- 
tie of miniſters, the authoritie of their laie 
governors, & the continuance of their pres- 
* byteries ſince the Apoſtles times: though 
therein they pervert them all moſt groſſely, 
(&1 feare of purpoſe to deceive you my bre- 
thren, even againſt their owne conſciences, 
and contrary to the expreſſe meaning ot the 
ſaid fathers and councels, even in thoſe pla- 
ces which they bring andinfinte others:) 
yet they will face out the matter with yerie 
ſtrange boldnes, & be more then offended 
that any ſhould examine or ſeem to miſtruſt 
them. I could bring you divers examples 
heerof, but one of ech ſort ſhall ſuffice. 
To proove the equalitie which they fſaie . 
ought to be in the miniſters of the worde 590 100. 
and ſacraments, they alledge Cyprian , Am- 107. 
&Froſe, & e. afirming that in thoſe times there 
was no difference betwixt a Biſhop and a 
prieſt, but that they had all equall authori- 
tie within their own pariſhes, and that who- 7.0452. 
ſoever was a Biſhop,was a prieſt, and whoſo- 559. 
ever as a ptieſt ( that is, a miniſter of . | 
| wor 
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word and ſacraments)was a Biſhop : where- 
as in the whole courſe of their writings the 
contrarie is moſt manifeſt: never man be- 
ſides themſelves (to my underſtanding) did 
ſo expound them: the eccleſiaſticall hiſto- 
ries N of thoſe times otherwiſe, & with- 
in leſſe then an hundteth yceres after Cypri- | 
an, aud either before or in Ambroſe daies, it 
was condemned as an hereſie, for any to | 
hold that opinion. 
Againe to proove the authoritie of their 
* Aldermen, (which do neither preach nor 
55.  adminiſtertheſacraments) with the uſe and 
practiſe thereof in everie church long after 
the apoſtles times, they alledge certain pla- 
ces out of Ignatius, Tertullian, Hierome, &C. | 
where mention is made of prieſthood, of 
colledges, counſailes, and companies of 
prieſts, that joined with the Biſhops forthe 
better governement of the church, and exe- 
cution of certaine particular duties. 
Whereas beſides that Maſter Calvin him- 
ſelfe writing of the ſtate of the church pre- 
ſently after the Apoſtles daies confeſſeth, | 
that thoſe prieſts were miniſters of the word 
Lb. 4. Init and ſacraments : Habebent ſingula civitates 
cap. 4. ſecij. z. preſoyterorum collegium , es erant & 
| dottores : Everie citie had a college of prieſts 
which were paſtors and doctors : the verie 
authors themſelves almoſt in everie 4a: of 
E then 
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their works do call the ſaid prieſts Sacerds- 


tes, (which cannot agree to theſe lay alder. 
men) diſtinguiſhing them in direct termes, 
a Laicis from Lay-· men: and do aſcribe unto 
them ordinarily, authoritie for the admini- 
ſtration both of the word and ſacraments; 
as all writers, fathers, councels and hiſtories 
from that time till this, have cver(theſe men 
excepted) accounted of them, that is, as of 
paſtors, doctors, & miniſters of the Goſpell. 
But of all other in my opinion the laſt 
example appertaining to this purpoſe is 
moſt notable. For the better underſtanding 
whereof, you muſt know tliat the churchof 
God ever ſince the apoſtles times, hath di- 
{tributed the eccleſiaſticall miniſterie prin- 


cipallie into theſe thiree parts, Biſhops, 


, 


Prieſts, and Deacons:according as it is con- 
tained in the apology of the church of Eng- 
land: Credimus, warios in eccleſia eſſe ordines 
mini flrorum : alios eſſe Diaconos, alios Pre ſtyte- 
rosalios Epiſc opos, quib us inſtitutio populi & reli- 
— cura & procuratio commiſſa et We be- 

ceve that there Þe divers degrees of mi- 
niſters in the church: wherof ſome be Dea- 
cons, ſome Prieſts, fome Biſhops : to whom 
is commited the office to ſhſtruR the peo- 
ple, and the charge and ſetting foorth of re- 
igion. 
This diviſion our new reformers with one 
H 2 con- 
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conſent do allow, for the very platforme of 
their deſired government : But theirexpoſi- 
tion ot᷑ the parts therof, is agreeable to that 
v hich is before obſerved of thẽ: even cõtra- 
rie to the profeſſion which hitherto we have 
made to all the world; and contrarie to the 
teſtimonies of al antiquitie. By Biſhops, they 
fay,was ment the miniſters of the word and 
facraments, without any diſtinction of de- 
gree, ot any inequalitie for government or 
authoritie: and by prieſts their laie elders 
onely : 

And upon this preſumption and verie 
groſſe falſification of all the ancient fathers; 
the chiefe ringleader in this crue is not a- 
fraid to uſe theſe words: If maſter Doctor 
had ever read the eccleſiaſticall hiſtories, he 
might have found eaſilie the Elderſhip moſt 
floriſhing in Conſtantimes time, and other 
times, hen as the peace of chriſtians was 
greateſt. | e 

For teplie wherunto maſter Doctor hi- 
gift now Atchbiſhop of Canter burie, having 
defired him that was ſo eunning in the ec- 
cleſiaſtical hiſtoties, to bring foorth but one 
that afirmeththis kinde of government to 
have been under Conftantinus about three 


Il. $4.67, Yeeres after, he brought out Cuſebiu, who 


muſt do this feate for him: in that he ſaith 
there were Biſhops, Elders, and Deacons at 
3 þ the 


at Paules croſſe. 
the councell of Nice. 
But you ſhall heare this skilfull man in hi- 
ſtories, howe he applieth the authoritie of 
Suſebius. It is manifeſt (ſaith he) that the 
churches were governed under him ( mean- 
ing Conftantinus)) as before, by Biſhops, El- 
ders,and Deacons; by that which is cited of 
An infinite number of Elders, and Deacons, which 
came tothe councell of Nice, with the two hun- 
dreth and fiftie Biſhops. 
Heer you ſee how gladly this fellow would 
have you to beleeve, that this their governe- 
ment ſo earneſtly now ſought for, did moſt 


of al floriſh about the time of the councel oft 


Nice, that then there was no difference be- 
tu ixt a Biſhop and a miniſter of the worde, 
but were both of them, of equall authoritie, 
and that then their laie Elders had their 
conſiſtorie with the reſt of their compani- 
ons. in every pariſh. 

Whereas all the world knoweth, that Ex- 
ſebrug tneaneth nothing els in that place, but 
to ſigniſy the great appecrance, from all pla- 
ces, of theclergie men, of all ſorts , in that 
molt honorable ſynod.And it is likewiſe ap- 
parant by the ſixt Canon of rhe ſaide Coun- 
cell, that long before that time, Biſhops had 
verie large juriſdictions : as the Biſhop of A- 
lexandria is ſaide according to an olde cu- 
tome, to have authoritic or power over all 
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Nay it is manifeſt by the hiſtorie of thoſe, 

and the former times, that as at the firſt for 
the repreſſing of ſchiſmes, Biſhops had au- 
thoritie given them over the reſt of the cler- 
gie, ſo upon good experience and long 
proofe, that the Biſhops being manie in 
number, did growe themſelves like wiſe at 


ſome jarres;it ſeemed good unto that coun- 


cell, with the emperors conſent, for the bet- 
ter government of them in like maner, to 
devide the whole body of Chriſtendome in- 
to fower Patriarckſhips ; whereof the firſt 
was Rome, which had authoritie over 7raly 
and other churches of the weſt : The ſecond 
Alexandria which had confirmed unto it 
the old juriſdiction before mentioned: The 
third Autioche which was over Syria: and the 
fourth Jeruſalum, that ruled the churches in 

Iurie. | 
So as he that ſhould dreame of any ſuch 
presbyteries in Conftantines time, as our 
new men talke of: muſt either be very much 
diſtempered, verie ignorant or verie maliti- 
ous.. This I am ſure of, that men of ſucha 
faculty, can never want authority to proove | 
what they liſt, And therefore as I ſaid, (ol 
ſaic againe my brethren, that if they ſhall al- 
ledge any of the {aid ancient fathers, coun- 
cels or hiſtories to proove the cqualitie of 
1 miniſters, ' 
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miniſters, the governement of their Alder- 
men, and the continuance of their presby- 
teries ſince the Apoſtles times, they alwaies 
abuſe themſelves, falſiſie their authors, & en- 
devor to deceive their readers and hearers: I 
beſeech you deerly beloved, beleeve thẽ not. 
Imight heere likewiſe put you in mind, 
how theſe prophets, who ſeeke to withdraw 
ou from the church eſtabliſhed, are rent in 
funder, and divided amongſt themſelves. 
They have written bookes one againſt ano- 
ther, and do molt bitterly condemne the 
dooings and proceedings one of another, 
You (faith one ſort of them, in that you ſe- 
arate your ſelves from the publike aſſem- 
blies in England, are growen to become 


plaine Donatiſts and heretikes: you ( ſaith _ 


the other) in that you having laid the foun- 
dations whereupon we ſtande, and yet do 
joine your ſelves with them, are become 
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meere hypocrites and apoſtataes : it had 


beene better for you never to have knowen 
the truth, than by ſuch your dealings ſo to 
have betraied it. 

Do you ſee theſe things ( deerly beloved) 
and will you not echew them ? Will you 
give yourſelves over to an unbridled courſe, 
the ende whereof you know not? Shall men 
of ſuch inconſtancy lead you from the truth, 
and make you to imbrace thoſe thinges, 


which 
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which you know to have been condemned 
with one conſent by all the ancient fathers 
for hereſies ? If you will needes affect them 
ſill, bicauſe you have no ſtay of your ſelves; 
yet let me, beſcech you, prevaile thus much 
with you, that untill, at the leaſt, they agree 
amongſt themſelves, you will de content to 
give over any longer to follow them. 

In ſo doing, l doubt not, but you ſhall re- 
turne to your old love of the truth, imbrace 
with your former joies this your preſent re- 
formation (which your neighbors adjoi- 
ning would thinke themſelves moſt happy 
to attaine: ) and with all ſobrietie and con- 
tentment, willingly and obediently ſubmit 
your ſclvesto obey theſe and the like exhor- 
rations, penned by the holy Ghoſt, and ten- 
dingto perſw ade you to perſeverance in that 
godly doctrine which you have received. S/. 
cut accepiitys I, eſums Chriitum Dominum, ita in 
es incedite As you have received Chriſt Ie- 
ſus the Lord, ſo walke in him. And againe; 
We beſeech you brethren, by the comming 
of our Lord leſus Chriſt, and by your aſſem- 
bling unto him, that you be not ſuddenlie 
mooyed from your mind, nor troubled by 
ipirit, that is, by deluding ſpirits and vaine 
doctrine, but ſtand faſt, and keepe the in- 
ſtructions which you have beene taught. 
Whatſocyer things are true, 1 
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things are honeſt, v hatſoever things are 
joſt v hatſoever things are pure, whatſoever 
things are woorthy love, whatſoever things 
are of good report; if there be anie vertue, 7 
or if there be anie praiſe, thinke on theſe | l 
things, which you have both learned and f 
received, and heard, and ſcene in your true 0 
prophets, who have ſome of them ſealed the 1 
truth with their bloode, thoſe things, I ſaie, 
forget not, but hold faſt, remember, and put 
them impractiſe: Er Deus pacit erit vobiſcum, 
And the God of peace ſhall be with you. [ 
Beware(faith the Apoſtle)ofdogs, beware pui; 3 
of exill workers, beware of conciſion, that is, [a 
ol ſuch as cut a ſunderthe church of God. Af 
Ifany man preach unto you any other Goſ- _ FR 
pell, than that whichyou have received, let 1 
him be accurſed. Be not caried about with 14.2. 
diversand ſtrange doctrines; for it is a good 
thing that the hart be eſtabliſhed with grace. ; 
Non convaleſecit planta que ſape transfertur : that 1 | 
| 
| 


prone never prooyeth, which oft is remoo- | 
ved. | 

Suffer not your ſelves, as it were bowles, 1 
do be eaſily turned bither and thither, Lepis 1 
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ureſt, It is very unmeete you ſhould hence- Epheſ.4. 4 
foorth be any more as children, wavcring & 4 
caried about like little boates with everic 
yinde of doctrine by the deceit of men, and 
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with craftines, where y (as men that are wel 
practiſed)they lie in waitjto deceive: but fol- 
low the truth in love, and in all things gro 
up as true and lively members of that bodie 
whereof Chriſt is the head. By hom in ſo 
doing you ſhall receive increaſe of all hea- 
venlie graces in this life, as of faith, ſobriety, 
obedience, and cpnſtancie in the truth, and 
in the world to come obtain to your endles 
and everlaſting comfort, that glorious and 
immortall crowne, which/i is purchaſed for | 
the godlie, by the bloode ofthe lambe that 
ſitteth upon the throne of al glory. Of which |} 
crowne God of his infinite mercie grant us | 
all to be partakers, through the merits and 
death of Ieſus Chriſtour Lorde: to whom | 
with the holie Ghoſt, three perſons and one 
God, be all praiſe, honor, and glorie, both 
now andfor evermore, Amen. 8 


The time will come when they will not ſuffer 7 
whelſome dottrine : but having their eares itching, 
ſhall after their owne luits get them an heape || 
teachers. 2. Iim 4. 

Whereas there is among you envieng and rife 
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